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Bargr @
$ri Ramanuja Mission Inc(SRI) USA
af El'i'll'lgll'ﬂ Srimadh Andavan Aikramam

H

September 5", 2010 @I ACA AuditoriumAtlanta, GA, USA

Atlanta bhagavathas with HH Rangaramanuja
Mahadesikan and perumal’s anugraham for 2" consecutive
year had a great and spectacular opportunity to host and be
part of a grand Krishna Utsav event as part of 1000th cente-
nary celebrations of  Swami KoorathAzhwAn
thirunakshataram and Krishna Janmashtami celebrations on
September 5", 2010 @ IACA hall Atlanta , GA. This grand
annual Utsav was hosted and facilitated by Sri Ramanuja
Mission of Srirangam Simath Andavan Periashramam, Inc,
(SRI) USA, as part of annual Atlanta sancharam of Shri
Vengugopala Perumal and his consorts, along with
Chakrathazwar, Sri Bhashyakarar and all the poorvacharya
padukas of Sirangam Simath Andavan Ashramam. This day
along event which included — Sri Sudarshana Homam,
Thirumanjanam, Ashtapathi Bhajans and Narayaneeyam
chanting from bhagavathas, Garuda Sevai as part of 108
Kalyana Utsavams and Cultural program was well attended
by over 500 bhagavathas and Kainkaryaparas (from 1 year
old to 79 year old) from Atlanta, its suburbs, and outstation
cities from Washington D.C/Cincinatti/Detroit/Carey/Charlotte/
lowa and other parts of the United States.

“ Krishna Crawlsthrough the Wallsof IACA Halls...

The reverberations of the conch filled the air...

Sudharshanahomam beganwith full gusto. 132 Sudharshana
Vigrahams placed beside the yagna kundam were glistening like
gold...All the devotees could feel the powerful vibrations of
Sudharshana homam...

Thiswasfollowed by Thirumanjanam....The Bhagavathas
dressed in traditional attire started reciting Pancha Suktham...
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When aankaram was in progress, the devotees began to
recite Narayaneeyam in melodioustunes... Narayaneeyam hel ped
to relive birth of Krishna and his many pranks...The devotees
were ecstatic to listen to rasa kreedai... Listening to Ashtapadhi
bajans transported us to the world of Gopikas ....\We were all
Krishna's gopikas for those few sweet moments...

Garuda Seval with chanting of “...pallanu...palandu... was
exhilarating...Sri Garudaalwar was joyous and excited to carry
Perumal and proclaim to the world the greatness of Sriman
Narayana.... Sri Garudalwar went around ensuring all this dear
children were blessed...

It was aquite amoment to see Rukmini and Sathya Bhama
Thayaars being carried to the hall for the celestial wedding, “the
108-Kayanothsavam...”

Devout ladies clad in silk sarees brought huge trays of
Krishna's favorite Bakshanams...Perumal was arriving in Raja
Nadai... Thaayars |ooked demure and shy ...

To please the Divya dampathi, there were alot of very in-
teresting cultural programs. Kids and adults sang songsto glorify
Sriman Narayana. There were many beautiful dances too. Little
kids danced to the song “ Chaliya ka Vesh Banaya, Shyam Churi
BechaneAaya” , “Aadinaye Kanna’ describing Krishna's beau-
tiful dance, “ManjiraGarbha’ agraceful rasaledadance, “Kaalinga
Narthanam” Krishna s dance on the hood of Kaalingaand “Krishna

Nee Begane Baaro” which means Krishna come quickly...

Kutti Krishna crawled through the walls to witness the
kainkaryams of his Bhagavathas...He was impressed with the
elaborate kolams drawn to give afestive appearance, the pretty
pictures of the different characters of Bhagavatham drawn by
little kidsand the devoteestrying to spread theword of Sri Ramanuja
Mission.

The entire atmosphere was charged with Narayana
Smaranam... Krishna had entered the hearts of all the
devotees...To the chanting of Thaithareeya Upanishid, Sri
Venugopala Perumal and hisretinueleft to continue his sancharam
to visit more places and bless more devotees... “
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AtlantaKrishnaUtsav wasagain tel ecasted live on Ustream
this year and viewed across the world. The entire video record-
ings and photos are available @ www.ramanujamission.org. Sri
Ramanuja Mission extends sincere thanks and appreciation to al
Atlanta and outstation bhagavathas, the organizing committee
members for their efforts in making this annual event a grand
success.

We continue to pray HH Sri Rangaramanuja Maha
Desikan, Sri Ranganatha Divya Dhampathi and
poorvacharaya padukas to bless us all with more and more
such Utsav's across US cities in near future and in more gran-
diloguent manner. See you all again for another grand event
in Atlanta on September 4™ 2011.

Sarvam i Krsihnarpanamasthu
dAsan,

Padmanabhan Ramane

Secretary, S'i Ramanuja Mission, USA

11 A

SRI LAKSHMI HAYAGREEVA
BHAVANAM

well equipped to conducted

all Functions.

Contact : 45/46, New No. 4
VEDHANTHA DESIKAN STREET,
(PALATHOPE)

Opp. Thirumylai Railway Station.
Mylapore, Chennai - 600 004

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I Contact : No. 2461 0440
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With Obeisance to His Holiness
SRIMATH ANDAVAN

Nanganallur - Panchajanyam

acpur Fiitings - iy Qe Agariment,
13 5wyl AvaRable  2rd Flaor,

Adayar venkata vijayam

Our Next Project

T e
irwar LAY Scho

Wae are Interested in JOINT VENTURE, Construction of Residential
Individual House [Commercial industrial Buildings

SRI SUDHARSHANA HOUSING PVT.LTD

A<3,"Abirayam” 2nd Floar,G-109,9¢h Street Anna nagar east, Chennai-600 102.
Tel Mo 044 43550650, Fax MooDed- 26630337
Caontact:K.5 Ramabadran - Ph:38404 §3337
g-mall :srisudharshanafigmail.com webcsrisudharshanahousing.com
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Respected Svamin,

Recently we had been to Badrinath yathra Tour
conducted by Sathyanarayana Tours and Religious Services
(STARS) We started On 11th september 2010 by
TamilnaduExpress.We are a group of 25 persons all are senior
citizens. We reached Badrinath on 16\912010. We had a fine
dharshan of Lord Badrinarayan, and on 17th some of us
performed Pinda Pradhanam at Brahma Kabalam. We Started
from Badri on 18th Morning and we came up to first gate of
Badri which is about 1km from the temple. Rain started on
from 16th Night . The rain was a steady drizzle and continued
up to 19th morning. When we reached the gate our Bus driver
informed us that no vehicle is coming from down and he
requested us to stay in badri and as and when the traffic
resumes we will descend the hill. But the situation was very
grim and we came to know that therewas heavy rain on enroute
and almost 15 to 20 places land slide has taken place and the
entire traffic was stopped. There was no sign of any restoring
the bus route and in Badri nobody was there to inform about
the situation. The climate was almost 4degrees to 5 degrees.
Till 22nd afternoon the situation was not improved and we have
decided to take some action. Accordingly we have contacted
our Chennai Srirangam Srimad Andavan Asramam and briefed
the situation in Badri and seek the blessings of our Acharyan
for our safe return. We have informed by the Asramam people
the information was passed on to our Acharyan and he has
prayed for our safe return. Our Acharyan has not only prayed
for our safe return he geared up his men and machinery to
work for our safe return. We came to know that as per our
Acharyan’s request Sriman RR mama and others have
contacted the home ministry in Delhi through former Chief
Election commissioner Sri. GopalaSwami. Inturn the Home
ministry Secretary Mr.Murali contacted our Tour operator Mr.
S.V. Balaji of STARS and had the information about the Badri.
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As per the instructions of Mr. Murali the Chamouli District
collector contacted Mr. S.V. Balaji and he has assured us that
he will see that the stranded people will be relocated at
Joshimutt at the earliest by 23rd september. Up to 22nd the
restoration work was very slow sighting one reason or another
and due to bad weather conditions. After our Asramam'’s
intervention and with the blessings of our Acharyan the work
was speeded up. At last we started descending on 23rd evening
by 3pm and we reached Phipolkoti by about 9pm. There was
a great sigh of relief On all our faces. From Phipolkoti we have
started on 24th morning by about 8.00am and reached Delhi
Andavan Ashramam by 25th morning 10.30am. On seeing the
Badri route on return we seen the havoc created by nature the
land slides were unimaginable one and the restoration work
done by our Army and the local people were a tremendous
one. We reached Chennai safely on 27th Sunday evening by
Doronto Express. From this what we want to convey to our
Srivaishnava Community is that once we have unconditionally
surrendered to our respective Acharyans He not only assures
our place in the Sri Vaikundam that is berth in the Moksha
Samrajyam and also lending his helping Hand in case of natural
calamities. But our prakrutham Acharyan is not only guiding
us in our spiritual activity, is also a SAVER while His followers
were in distress like the one happened recently in Badri.
NINAIKATHATHUNBAM PALA NAMMAI VANTHU ADAIYUM
BOTHU NINAITHALE ABHAYAM THARUM KARAM NUM
PRAKRUTHAM SRIRANGAM SRIMUSHANM ANDAVAN . We
offer our humble pranams to our Acharyan and to the people
who were responsible for our safe return after a ordeal of one
week in Badri. Our Speciaal BIG THANKS to the former election
commisioner Sri. Gopala swami, Home Ministry Secretary Mr.
Murali, Chamouli District Collector, Army Jawans,Border Road
development organisation, Border security Police, the local
residents of Uthra Kashi distrct and to the Transport drivers
who drove us to safety. Dasan

Sarangan Sridharan
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Sreemathe Rangn Ramanujs Mahadesikova Nemahs

Subseription Details to “Sri Ranganatha Paduka®™
Updsted - Sepoember, 2019

Ashramam Web Sites Ashramam Yahoo Groups
wwsandsvenarg sadavan i vahoagraups.com
W TAT AN AmRsionarg. ramanujamission @ vahoagreaps.com

Tovenroll for the mirves groups, you meny phease visil the pespective wib siles

Subscription dedalls for “5ri Ranganatha Padwka®, Tamil Monthly

Far Indiam Residents (PRINT EDITION)
Anmal B 204, 5 wears B LMK, 10 years Ks 2000 LIFE (2hvears) Rs, 3000

For Orverscas Residemts (Including Airmail pestage)
Print Edition | pear US540 5years LIS S 2N, 10 vears LIS § 400
Print plus E Edn. | yvewr USS 60 5 vears US55 300 0 pears LIS S 60
E Editionanly 1 year USED0 Symws USRS 100, I@years LS E 200

Subscripiien [or English Yersion of Sri Ranganaiba Paduka
Currently E Edition anly & availabde
Far Indisn Residents For Dverseas Bsilents
8368 per vear WSS 11 per year

Paveseni Madi:
Chegques § 0.0, enesshahle st Chennad are 40 he droom in dhe name of
“&ri Rangassatha Paduka® and 5ot in

Srirangam Srimath Asdavan Ashramam,
Nol, Deskachari Bnad , Mylapere, Chennai 60, Inda

For any further infomation on the sbove matiers,

vou may plere contact e-mail io S B Srinivasan at r_svinyabso.com

Parymeils bs USA rallenls sy be el 16

50 Ramanuja Mwsion Inc. For details: Vsl wow.ramansjamision.org
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2 Vlatrimon

I
For the Month Of

AIPPASI (OCTOBER 2010)

Kindly forward your replies to
BOX NUMBERS to the following address

2 & A1 i 7% Rregmrgsdeey |
hIe-dl GAAGRT: HigHH! eeqat 1| €| 1557
T A: (22.2.3R) ey

"O groom and bride ! May you both live
the full span of your life, in wedded bliss. Never
be separated from each other. May you always
live joyously in your home with your children
and grand children."  (Atharva Veda 14.1.22)

[BOX NO. WILL BE KEPT OPEN FOR TWO MONTHSONLY]

To BoxNO;.....veviieii,

c/o SRIRANGANATHA PADUKA,
21, Sir Desikachari Road, Mylapore,
Chennai 600 004.

BRIDE WANTED

VADAKALAI, Vathulam Kettai 14.12.1982 6’2" B.Com
(MBA) employed reliance life insurance Chennai
Rs.20,000/-PM seeks bride employed / unemployed
kalai no bar contact 98408 51468 Sri R. Gopalan,
No.3 Nakkeeran Street, Srinivasa Nagar, Ram Nagar
north extn., Madipakkam, Chennai 600 091

Vadakalai Bharadwaj Chitrai 4% padam March 1975
6feet B.Sc PGDCA ICRA Navi Mumbai Rs 30000/-
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pm, seeks graduate non working girl kalai no bar
contact 98938 27460.

Vadakalai Bharadwaj Moolam (3™ padam) June 1977
5’ 10” B.E. IOCL Dy. Manager Panipet Rs 60000/
-pm seeks graduate non working girl kalai no bar
contact 0761- 2680938 / 94243 11153

Vadakalai Haritha Poorattadhi 29/175cm M.Sc., Phd
(USA) Job USA seeks good looking well educated
suitable graduate lyengar girl Phone 91 (044)
24899041 Cell 98844 09941 email
vsvkannan@gmail.com

Vadakalai Kousikam Sadayam Kumbam 31 5’107
MCA IT -50K religious innocent issueless divorcee
seeks graduate preferably unemployed homely bride
contact (0) 97101 18522 / (0) 98855 02927 / 044 -
22247444

Vadakalai Bharadwaj Poosam 11 06.11.1974, 5’7" B.E.,
M.B.A., Manager MNC seeks PG/Graduate girl suitable
age contact 044 - 2628 2553 /96772 52116

Vadakalai Bharadwaj Revathi 1973 DME 5°4” 4.5 lakhs
PA MNC seeks suitable girl contact 044 - 2227 5361

Vadakalai Athreya Pooram-1V 24.4.1983 6’ Phd US.
INTEL - US seeks professionally qualified / employed
Vadakalai family oriented bride contact 044 - 2484
4837 /94453 48754

Vadakalai Kausikam Thiruvonam 26 B.Com., MBA
graduate 5’9" employed with Emirates Airlines
Bangalore 6 Lacs, seeks employed bride below 26
years contact 98848 66980 / 044 - 6517 3613 email:
ksvtcle@yahoo.com

Vadakalai Koundinyam  Sadayam 3™ 04/06/1972
160 cm V.fair B.Sc MCA GNIIT System Analyst Infosys
USA HIB visa $12000 per month seek girl graduate /
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non graduate good looking bride contact Sri G. Balaji
98400 91491 / 044 - 2435 2428

Vadakalai Kousikam Uthiradam Birth Bangalore time
10.30AM / 08.12.1983 / 5’7" CA heading a division
in a leading Fund management trust in Chennai /
only son / wants professionally qualified bride kalai
no bar contact: 080 - 2342 3231 /99018 18111 /
98452 03905 / vimalavaradarajan@gmail.com

Vadakalai Srivathsam Pooram 02/06/79 5°11”
working in world bank USA wants a girl working in
USA with H1 visa contact Sri Raghavan 94404 98010

Vadakalai Kowsiham Chitrai 15t padam age 29
(8.4.1982) 5’6” B.E., (Mech MBA Associate Manager,
Sterlite Industries (Vedantha Groups) Tuiticorin
7,00,000/- P.A. seek suitable bride contact Sri R.
Govindarajan, 16/2 Jeya Nagar Il Street, Near L.I.C
Colony, Tiruchirapalli - 620 021. Ph: 98948 16580 /
0431 -2455794

Vadakalai Kasyapa Kothram Sadayam Jan 1983
working in shipping company earning 30,000/- p.m.
seeks suitable girl contact 044 - 2553 2006

Vadakalai Srivatsam Visakam July 1981 169cm B.E.,
employed Software Company Chennai seeks
professionally qualified girl contact 97863 90881 /
044 -43800118

Vadakalai Bharatwaja Visakam April 1972 5’6” working
in CTS Hyderabad wants a working / non working
girl contact 040 - 3912 0115

Vadakalai Sadayam Naithrava kashyabam 34/178cms
working Bangalore SWE Technical Architect seeks
unemployed girl from respectable family contact A.S.
Ravikumar 080 - 2534 7785 Cell 099866 40356
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Vadakalai Bharadwajam Thiruvonam Nov 1984 / 160
cm B.E. Infosys Bangalore seeks professionally
employed girl contact 99942 04172 /94430 17332

Vadakalai Koundaniyam Pooratathi August 1984 5’11”
Dual Degree Bits Pilani final Ph. D abroad seeks
employed/ unemployed girl kalai no bar contact 044
- 22570753

VADAKALAI, KAUNDINYAM SWATHI 25 YEARS 165
CM B.E., M.TECH 5 lacs P.A. Working Eicher Engines
ALWAR seeks GIRL EMPLOYED OR UNEMPLOYED
044-2815 8593 OR 94441 31987

Vadakalai Koushikam Moolam February 1981 / 180cm
Phd in Engineering employed in London seeks well
qualified well settled Girl Kalai no bar email shree
athi@gmail.com Phone 044-2228 0526 / 9884282754

VADAKALAI, ATHREYAM KETTAI 22.2.1987 5’11” FAIR
GOOD LOOKING SUITABLE BRIDE KALAI NO BAR
GOOD COLOUR SLIM 5’5" ABOVE GOOD FAMILY
IMMEDIATELY CONTACT sumathysheshadri@msn.Com
Tel 00321 622 5101 USA. Local no:044 - 24897169

Vadakalai Gauthama Krithigai(3) age 37, 5’6" M.A.,
DCA Manager private firm seeks graduate girl kalai
no bar contact 044 - 2618 2882

Vadakalai Naithrupa Kashyapagothram Utthiram 32
years B.Com., Real Estate, Amway Business seeks
suitable girl 10" or +2 O.K. No demands contact cell
99620 99620 99995 / 97907 92785 Smt
Vijayalakshmi 136/137 Renganayaki St., Kakaloor,
Thiruvallur Dist.,
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BRIDEGROOM WANTED

VADAKALAI, Vadoolam Kettai June 1987 163cm B.Sc
(ISM) PGDFM (LIBA) PGDIT (SYMBIOSIS) seeks
qualified well employed lyengar groom; Contact:
044 - 22650072 or 91- 98402 98072:

e-mail varadhoo_r@hotmail.com

VADAKALAI Srivatsam Mirugaseersham 1987 Dec.,
5’5” D.L.T. well settled good looking boy contact Sri
R. Mugunthan, 0413 - 2280969 /99402 97617

Vadakalai Athreya Rohini 25 Years Wipro 5’2" wants
a boy working in Hyderabad only. Contact Sampath
040-27117702

Vadakalai Sadamarshanam Hastham 23 years (1987)
5’3” B.E., (Ele) TCS professionally qualified working
in India or abroad contact 044 - 4301 6043 email:
rkchary53@hotmail.com
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1. Dr. R. Srinivasaraghavan, Principal, Ranganatha Paduka
Vidyalaya, 155, East Utthara Street, Srirangam-6, Cell :
94437-01282.

2. Sama Parthasarathy, Cell : 98405-72451.
3. Dr. T.D. Muralidharan, Cell : 98690-63670.
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Book received:- Mystery of Man and the Universe,
(Divine grace and our surrender) by Neduntheru S .
Kannan.30, 3 main Road Kottur Gardens
,Chennai,600085,ph:-044 24473829/24474478 .E mail
neduntherukannan@hotmail.com. pages575 PriceRs
600,
Review:- Theauthor isa revered writer . His depth and
el oguence on complex philosophical conceptsarealways
treatsto admirers. Theauthor has magnificently wondered
this awesome universe in stylish language and decides
firmly in favour of the philosophy of surrender as the
only ultimate natural choice for the aimlessly swirling
soul to plunge into the Divine peace.This book may be
quickly decided asasprawling English castlebuilt over
the crisp Sanskrit sloka Sure Tifeufafamarer:feefdr
. .3Ear PSR 2Rt et STWS Il of Si
Parasara Bhatta . A rare book of extensive comparison
with world famous quotations on similar wonderingsand
unending gasps, perhaps, this book may put at rest the
modern mindswobbling towards proper outlook onthe
understanding of existence and the means for
emancipation.
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With Obeisance to His Holiness
SRIMATH ANDAVAN

New Project
"PADMAVATHI"
No18, Ramnagar, 1st Street, North Extn.
Velachery, Chennai-42
Stilt + Two Floors,

Four double bedroom Apartments,
with modern Amenities
Lift, Covered Cap Park, As per Vaasthu

Strictly adhering as per CMDA Norms

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

]

| On going Constractual Project

| *Bungalow of 8000 Sft. at

| Ramnagar, Velachery, *Apartment type Stilt + 3 units
| (1000 Sft. each) at Tansy nagar, Velacher.
I * Duplex Residence 2500 Sft. at Thiruneermalai
: We are interested in promoting your property on
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

Joint Venture We are interested in construction of
Residential bungalow, Industrial, Commercial projects in
Turnkey contract basis.

SRI VISWAKSENA BUILDERS PVT. LTD.,
B, Ground Floor, "Venkatavijayam"
No. 23/A1-214, 14th Main Road,
Anna Nagar, Chennai - 600 040
Ph : 044-26202387 / fax : 45502270 Cell : 98404-83339

e:mail:vishwaksena@airtelmail.in
wed: uww.viswaksena.com
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SRAVANANANDAM

(Of Arasaanipalai Sri Venkatadhwari
English meaning by Arasaanipalai Aravamudhan)

A Rere 3 S - I
HH TESTITE & AT TaT HEFaTed || @9
Oh Varadha ! Just to keep the body alive I am

daily doing all bad deeds (sinful acts) wiithout the

least fear doubt. You are always the refuge for all
those that are ever helpless. Kindly protect me.

EARRICEICERE P REN CER L ECIEE R H
TR T & i |aE a1l @6
In the yoga performed by Brahma You the most
beloved of Sri Maha Lakshmi appeared and You
Yourself exhibited Your auspicious form (personality)
which could steal away the hearts of many. Also,
when all the rishis sang in praise of You - the

matchless One - the ""Parathathva" principle in You
are The Superior most was declared by You.

THE A1 RN F e

QUE FESEAWG FAaEHawa: |
fafemar wTeaanE 18 Rihaaewiy

TIIeET AT I SRAfd ad 1| @2

(Please note that some feel that instead ofﬁl’g‘r

#d the words ﬁgw FAT are better. If at all there is
an error it may be due to (old) manuscript).

Our salutations to You the father and the

@G NAN
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(" virnprp g (121 ] Fe el

|




mother of all the worlds again and again. Who is
equal to You the One that erased completely the
darkness of ignorance of the crowd that surrendered
to You the possessor of unique splendour? Even
the very thought / wish to surrender to You, the
seat of compassion / affection removes all the
undesirable qualitiies e.g.: limitless (endless) desires,
jealousy, ego, disease, treatment.

(treatment here may mean wrong treatment
- or the word may be wrong.

T i gk &7 79 gfaew-
FUNTITERT~ A HAT T4 | |
REGERERLIR L CE R Rl Cre
FATITH: TEEIAHToTE e 1l &0

Varadha ! You appeared in the Aswamedha
Yaga performed by Brahma. Your flawless face
coupled with the fragrance due to Vaparasa was
beautiful. Let that face nullify my serious / great
sins. Those that are used to enjoy and rejoice at
the beauty of Krishna the jewel of Yadhu dynasty
on seeing Your face (unanimously) say shouting that
the pride of the moon has been very easily
destroyed.

SN LIIECURCA T

LR HES I BIEEES R R R
=gt e FAGISTEHT

i et T W AT W AT &8

Merely to fill the belly some adopt cheap (low)
tactics and take extraordinary efforts to please rude/
cruel Kings. Enough of this. Let my mind surrender
to that object of permanent glory i.e. the consort
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of Sri Maha Lakshmi shining with unique high position
at Hasthigiri like the brilliant evening lily (the lily which
blossoms in the evening).

ferwrrt forgrm frfivg sTgeT e

el TraTar R AR |
[ERREICR R CEE IR RC I

R CICRIEIRICEIEUE IR G X

What earthly use is of scholarly ability Skill,
taking great care of health, living on the bread got
daily out of hard labour (toiling)? Alas ! Oh men !
Listen. All these things become good for nothing
and waste if Varada Raja is not worshipped without
expecting anything in return.

 TAT AT g aEd |a e
Tt ot /g Byt Evee: |
CBIEPERGRECIEERERUEE LR
Rrorersd ffrmemedmam: 1 &3

He is that very Lord who was worshipped by
Devas in an incomparable manner. Let that Lord who
broke the bow of (belonging to) one who had
defeated Thriupura bless You with happiness. He is
that Lord who changed the stone form of Ahalya
(the wife of Gowthama/Akshapaadha) since she had
swerved from the path of chastity, a sin of the worst
order (for which the there is no mitigatory action
(atonement) at all on repentance) He appeared in
(came to) the Yaga performed by Brahma. (The
Lord that erased the curse of Brahma’'s daughter
appeared in Brahma's yaga at Kanchi).

ERELI R B CEC IR E R
EEIEICIEIE BRI CIREI RG]
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PERTEEE AR E T 7%
FATAET TST A9q ARG || &9

He removes/destroys the ego (in us) and clears
the worries of those that surrender to Him He is the
treasure/embodiment of all fine qualities (energy,
strength, Rulership, courage, glory. knowledge.) He,
the consort of Sri Mahalakshmi shines at Hasthigiri
like a Santhanaka tree (a celestial tree). He
possesses a beautiful face like a blemishless moon.
Let that (such a) Lord save us who have been caught
in the slurry (mind) of bondages.

frfpmreaTel faategse T
WA T TGTE AETRUSHTA |
[EEICIEICIEIERERIEER R R R
foriTerg FFAT 98 TR AT || &%

Oh Varada Raja ! please tell. Who else other
than You is capable to rescue us the deer of unsteady
mind that has been caught in the net of many
wishes) spreaded out in the closely knitted thick
forest of poisonous trees of bondages with various
types of thorny shurbs of diseases and full of
ferocious tigers of sins?

(the comparious are worth noticing) the similies are-

unsteady mind - deer

net - wishes
forest of poisonous trees - bondages
thorny shurbs - diseases
ferciouss tigers - sins
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uf weamrelr eneaiLaiLd

(wfomesr R, predibameir)

IDSHGT BTWSG)ST LfIob BTTTILGTET IYDSg b %v
Boss Qg yaugry aflGFayidb wf grbTUSTILD. SaTg
uUgSIT®H GemseEL 6T, Gevearvteow, Gevewliwibd
& IT (1 G337 W LD wpsdw @& Gur af) Gz ay B & Zaruy LD
Qaualliu®sDe@er. wf Ypauriser, wf YFTiwiser,
BLOGLOUJLD H&ITES 9 USTT L|(hay6T Lof FETaITSSDS B (15L0%5 6T
T amsullelew. VITEsSH VTTaVSIWTSHW Wfiod
grwrwesg e, wf grw Frw voGensd uMwelESpg. wf
swulaTyidb, W FereSsTevengub wEsMig Srrai
ureapiaih  afpPulad st  &Uu  FHFSdS
Qaalliu®sP @er wfrmwer. e Ger pse; OIS S
KN WTesT, UTTEYESaIS 6T, &(5E HTEHSVSET. aVaITL
Gasutls@e eTbO\LIGLOTeSE@ @)L LUl L & @b LDS M6
wanreires. Qamg oauasms Qaallu@®ss,
avaurduler wmaité®eBig Qaeliul L g b wanredy
eweueuCwendlp wh r@eir ssww. ewWCuTCrm,
Spanailmisealer eendln SHBToE&S.TE 6lare (h
LUrLIMsgHMGd aer@p wHOm® dwBsr1SrSmsu b 9 mad
QFwigmi.

s LHCW Freeud ST HBIFTWERTD 3B ILWD,
S| FaPululd Logﬂpm'r_i,g,mrm ookl Seumd ev~Crrgsioib,

SHICagmevw LFTLIVTNS, Fb: ulyue\)rrmrrg,ﬁ u&ng,g,na,aﬂ
ﬂGmng,ﬁg, 1 Eleumer6M (Haas: EVTGBILD, %UBE"!B"LD L &)
N auwssD ey wanrGurd LTLISLT aUEBTSET: |
IBHwswHsECey wans: LG wanmer, wew: LIFGLT
SIHN FHIG ST SSNST: | beusSenveudest:, BlGuwid:, sigguiu:,
uomuoeuGsT ShHeu: Il IHIOHLD UL|TTEVSSHTI eSleipem): e ul
uprSrw: | - @Swrdl UBog TIOTLIENT CUFETRISET 616wt
wanreSrolememib, eurensnd LITISLTGleUsTMID, ieues)
Qlueniiw, efifwl, L6V, LITTSTLWL Semeldl (LPpiguITOGHETLI)LD
Qeueflliu@ssLILGEng. Careons sesflelye erarms avasmi
Caudlsesler Blieuranib.
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Qaiemg g, U, UTTEIWGS WSS FT6TL LD
UDFTHYILD. TTTEI LW LTS USS55H®, I aldear
D& ST L& Qadig, “‘@erm Cumds Bpréar aum’’ ereimy
waeresllésaw CFg safl alyer @) aiearearGumy |

Sl 1@ iSG Beitm LgsIToder, alevlws 6% TemGL
Qaupy Qsnas®, srer wri erarm Geualiu® S S w e et
@ aGeargmer (SFa3WIWD W ADBSTTD WTHILS Geumbd
6r~Gruueurid).

Foagagavenev PSS LoT 9emws sgseLd LDPw
wapralger. @)F6T GIWTRLOTS HDW SLDLILOTTS @G LD
aMaurapd BLBa wpybss. edrrganflewt vorigreves.
wsfaier ST 1w g Frwwrnsder @Gy Lmendsme
&S Ferg avealepLIGms Caualld T 1ger Lgd Cumyer
@ auGarg e, @)aeT JovADTW @I6T. SHLITL EOTEDENVETT.
@ aular ‘‘afgeir’ erearCm eveaumd wf CHutlsen e psH M.
wpdrsé seogile ity vvwups®e LrrGuruGeuvobd
QFuig b LI 6V 651 6V 6V TS 60 LD W TGV, VPSS T 789 Zest
LUgaporevdgssred Uwhg G BEBISE OFiigaie.
LrdHseungeu Guen(hasern grsa afbapid. (sT&TeVYT
QUBSSTHSLD) VOTeTLOM L bF6uTH%MS HMsEGLD (@)W ed LT eser
(af Fapemr vog@sB) TGN NSGTaneures Siw: erarmy
o1 Govmyma b QasmrewrmL 11 ® & aie. eV g Wb
SUmFaeT. HYnSPer aufluied BL LILIQIGT. LI a (LD
aflpLoyLb LewTLmene (Smrym, wewGLns),

@uUultiulL ueTyser BlewpBbs LTLD L[hHay 6T

“waprafger’’, GTGT MY V@I rLh Gz udls @ e
QasrewrL_r U@ mer. pwésgd @aoarGer FeEpaLd.
<9 GV LD & TFITIT W IT & 6T IT 6V o LITWTey @y L MTes LD

Qewalssiul B, Q@wTma SBSTISSWTESF O&uig
QasrarGaumwrs (sw G evLeDd Mesid, Belgb &
ev~SelgIb) sarears GsipGsmialeryb, LigengseryLb
ST 6T s L_& CFrPa0swpHSmarLs Liewwesw of
gnEeueT B ey sGar FyesrLb.
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YOU
CAN
TRUST
TVS

We,a/w nol OW i.....
@m cuolomers ace.

Ask the Government Department..
both Central and State.... and
Public Sector Undertakings....

who come to us.

Ask truck operators in Andhra Pradesh
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamilnadu,
Pondichery,

Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.

Ask the car owners why they prefer
TVS

You'll find they all say...

ol
YOU CAN TRUST TVS

TV SUNDARAM IYENGAR &
SONS LIMITED
Madurai and Branches

J
00000000 0000000000000 0000000000000
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Shrinivas Silks

Since 1980

No. 4. R.K. Mutt Road,
Mylapore,
Chennai - 600 004
Phone : 42101898, 24643566,

# 24953496 4
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Sri Ranga Ramanuja

Mahadesikaya Namaha:
WHY THIRUMALIRUMCHOLAI IS THE
KSHETRAM OF CHANDRAN ?
(BY DASAN KUDANTHAI AMUDHAN ) PART-8

Milky way- our Image of the universe released by
galaxy ESA -European
Source NASA. Space agency from plank space

telescope from
the Sky launched last year before.

Cosmic Ocean and Sanghu -The Universe consists
of many billions of galaxies. Our earth, moon and entire
Solar System consisting of all planets and billions of
Stars including Sun are located in one of such galaxies
known as” Milkyway” alias Cosmic ocean (sounds like
Milky ocean-Thiruparkadal).There are many further
billions of galaxies unknown to astronomers.Each such
galaxy consists of billions of Stars like in milky way.The
shape of our galaxy “milky way” is like a “Conch
shell “exactly in similarity to its cyclical involutions of a
conch shell at its center point while the outer portion
appears like a flat“disc” (chakram).Hence this galaxy
is also called as “Spiral galaxy”. Sun is the
embodiment with Sudarshna Chakram which gives light
of millions of Suns.Sanghu (conch) is denoted by
Moon.Sanghu is most dearer to Sriman Narayana as it
never gets separated from his hand and also it enjoys
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the privilege of touching the beautiful lips of lord any time
he blows.Hence Sri andal gave importance to Sanghu
by placing it in front before chakram in her Thiruppavai
14™ pasuram as “smQsr® #&&rCwHFL S_Smsw’
SriAndal who gave importance to Chandran both in her
1stand 30" pasurams of ‘Thiruppavai” mentioned further
as “SrsepwrsHwue siwpnsmm Gure” to show the
importance accorded to Chandran. Sanghu gives sound
for victorious sign and its vibration will remove our
ignorance.Achariyar assumed the role of Sanghu to
remove the darkness in our mind as he enlighten us in
spiritual path. So the role of moon is important to take us

to a good achariyar.

The Universe like a“golden egg” better known as “
prapanjam” consists of many billions of galaxies in which
stars and planets are located.One such galaxy ‘milkyway”
seen above is in the center of the universe
encompassing within itself many billions of stars,Sun,
moon, earth and planets ect. Rg veda 10-121-1 states
before the creation, there existed a golden womb -
Hiranya Garbha- paramathma was the only lord of
everything born,holding the earth and heaven.Ancient
vedic seers declared that entire universe is ‘Ananta koti
Brahamand ‘ meaning the prapanjam is made up of
billions of galaxies and heavenly bodies similar to the
modern theory. Big Bang theory propose that Universe
was compact,dense and hot many billions of years ago
when some cosmic explosion occurred.Since then the
universe has been expanding and cooling with galaxies
moving away from each other.The universe shape is like
acosmic egg in golden yellow colour.The shape of
the Universe in oval shaped egg was first brought in to
the notice of astronomers very recently by the release of
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ever first image of entire universe by European space
agency. The Space telescope Planck sent last year in to
the sky returned with the images which were later
assembled by ESA for unveiling this incredible image of
universe. Sanghu and egg are under the
karaghathvam of Chandran who signify the
srivaishnavam.

“o0mf) ipVaGH HAIGATOWIGTEILD (AT 2 walFHeveTid

2anfiGHTIID HETFIGON LI 5515 HT5315 05 0SSPt

I IGRTGRIGH GTGITGITIDIDTGIT b6t 35/(5Lomed) o5y !
(BLoiompeu i B eumitGlomf) (10-7)

Namazhwar in his thiruvaimozhi (10-7) described that
Lord azhagar is the one who created the universe ,protect
and preserve it and destroy it finally.Similar to a Spider
which spits from its mouth viscous liquid to create a web
net around it and finally takes back in to its stomach,Lord
Vishnu after pralayam swallow the entire universe and
keep it in his stomach.Namazhwar thiruvaimozhi (10-
7)on this as

“ 2\ omed) o5 Camesy winGamunalF Gy pajev @b Hei
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Full Moon reaches fullness with 100% illumination on
the night of Pournami instantly just for a moment when
moon comes quite opposite to Sun.On the contrary moon
disk might appear to be “full’ for 2/3 nights closest to the
true full moon. This is due to the percentage of moons
disk that appears illuminated,changes very slowly around
the period of full moon ( also around the days of new
moon).Hence on the night before and after the true full
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moon (100%) night, the moon disk size might vary
between 97% -99% in illumination which most of the
people would not notice the differences. Even after two
days from true full moon, its disk will be 93-97%
illuminated.Full moon appears much larger in size and
brightness than normal full moon when it comes closer
to horizon.Full moon appears in smaller size when it is
over the sky (zenith).This view is due to the optical
illusion.Blue Moon is the name given to the 2" full moon
that occurs in a same month.Two blue moons in a year
occurs normally after a duration of a decade in a rare
phenomenon.

Chandran and its nodes in other religions — Moon
has greater influence than Sun since the ancient period
of pagan faiths to Judaism and Islamic religions which
follow only lunar calendar.The word ‘month’ is originally
derived from “moonth” or a cycle of moon phase.Mayan
culture,the oldest pagan faith in central/south America
followed by native American Indians follow calendar
known as “Mayan Calendar.This is divided in to 18
months in a year. Mystical no 18 is also found in
Judaism.“Shabbat“candles are lit by jewish women on
Fridays exactly 18 minutes before the Sunset to welcome
Shabbat as per their rabinically mandated laws in
Judaism.They believe by lighting at this time, it will bring
peace,rest and harmony at home.Their worship
places“Synagogues” have special caliberated clocks
known as ‘Zmanim clock” to give exact timings for lighting.
Similarly Islamic people strictly follow the beginning of
month as per Lunar calendar particularly
during“Ramadan’festival and ‘Eids’ by physically sighting
the young New moon in crescent (Hilal) to begin their
strict fasting.This festival falls during purattasi
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month.Their green flag itself has a Symbol of crescent
moon with a Star.Chandran influence is also felt in their
places of worship “dargah” with commonly found usages
of “peacock feather bunches,jasmine flowers and Sandal
wood paste (chandana koodu) in tombs. Becouse of
chandrans influence, a bondage between Srivaishnavam
and Islamic faith is seen in temples like Srirangam,
Srimushnam and few other Vishnu temples. “Thulukkachi
Nachiyar”,an Islamic princess Sannidhi just behind Sri
Ranganathar garbhagraham is the testimony to
this.Besides this, Sri Namperumal is adorned with Lunghi
on aday during margazhi Utsavams when he is taken
out on procession.Lord also partake bread on this day
to give acceptance of her devotion.Similarly Srimushnam
koil utsavar receive honours in front of a Dargah where
he Stops during his procession in masi festival
period.There are few other Vaishnava koils to quote on
this subject.Chandran influence is also seen in Lord
Krishnas janmabhumi mandir complex where one can
see the fluttering Islamic flag with crescent moon from its
mosque partitioned inside this complex.Many Islamic
scholars in north rendered kirtanas on Lord
Krishna.Thus Chandran influence is thus seen to
have been spread in all faiths due to its intersecting
nodes ‘Rahu’and‘Ketu”which afflicted moon and
caused the creation of above religions/ faiths with
conflicting interest to chandran permanently as
these nodes of shadows move in reverse (anti-
clockwise) to chandrans direct transit in its path.

Chandran is the core nucleus of Srivaishnavam,
representing Sri Krishna avatar.lIt is believed that
moon nodes ‘Rahu’ represent western religions and
‘ketu’ represent eastern religions.Both also denotes other
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faiths in Hinduism.Symbolically Rahu (black colour)
signifying western religions like Islam has influence with
their women wearing black burgas, while Ketu (red) is
identified with eastern religions like Buddhism in which
their monks wear red colour garments.Religion like islam
is more aggressive due to Rahu while eastern religions
like buddhism are more on spiritual side due to Ketu.The
two nodes of Moon only caused the creation of other
religions/faiths as intersecting points in the mindset of
srivaishnavam,the nodal point of moon.In Hinduism, faiths
like worship of amman/gouri,kali,durga,lyappan and hard
vows like walking in the fire ect are due to the influence
of rahu including that of crude rituals connected with
villages deities like Karrupanaswami and other kaval
devadhis.Similarly worship of Ganesa, Siva, Biravar,
chandikesar, Skandan(subramani), and snakes besides
some hard vows like piercing with spears,needles in
the body are coming under the purview of ketu.Mostly
those worships are done on full moon and new moon
days.These are the two days when both Sun and moon
are prone to be eclipsed by its intersecting shadow
nodes ‘rahu’and ‘ketu’. Black magic and other sacrifices
are done on full or new moon due to the influence of both
nodes.Bathing in the sea or sacred rivers on new moon
days is due to the influence of Moon as he denotes
water.Hence our ancestors attributed new moon for
‘pitrus’ as moon and sun are in conjunction on this day.Full
moon is meant for‘other living beings’as moon is far away
from Sun.Full moon festivals are observed in many
countries from asia to Europe. Similarly “chitra pournami’
day coincide with the “Water festivals’ celebrated in many
countries. Since Sun and moon are eclipsed by both
nodes ‘Rahu”and “Ketu”,both Ramas and Krishnas
avatar birth places at Ayodiya and Madura respectively
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are intersected by other religious worship tomb (mosque)
with prolonged conflicting interest to Chandran,the
symbolic of Srivaishnavam.Mughal invaders looted
Somanath moon temple only on their 18" attempt when
they succeeded finally.It is seen normally that followers
of other faiths of hinduism also wear either red or black
robes for the rituals due to the influence of ‘rahu’ or ‘ketu”,
the conflicting aspects of mind and faith.It is found that
“rahu’ has influence with sanyasis to make them follow
strictly their religious practices. Since both nodes as
shadows move in anti-clockwise path to the Moon
transiting on direct path in clockwise, it tends to
reverse symbolically the mind, faith and belief
created by moon. Many foreigners who were born by
birth in other religions and faith accept Srivaishnavam
by joining in ISKCON,the world movement of Sri Krishna
bhakti.

True essence of Srivaishnavam- Srivaishnavam
stands on the unique concept of ATHMA (soul), KARMA(
good or bad deeds), JANMA (rebirths) AND MOKSHAM
(final salvation to join with parmathma). While other faiths
in Hinduism also advocates almost identical principle
with little differences, but only Srivaishnavam alone shows
the path of final salvation to all beings becouse, Lord
Narayana only can give moksha praptti to all. Most of the
other major religions do not believe in Karmas (deeds)
and janmas (rebirths). Hence without above concept, they
failed miserably to explain the reasons for inequality,
inequity,variations and disparities among all beings in
the world for which they portray some evil force asthe
main culprit for this cause and project it as “satan to be
conquered and destroyed by their god finally after his
resurrection before sending only the humanbeings to
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heaven or hell depending upon their services to his
kingdom. In this theory these religions consider every
humanbeing is born as ‘Sinner”.So they thereby narrowed
the above unexplainable concept only to the
humanbeings and ignored totally about the salvation to
other livingbeings like animals, birds, plants and
vegetations ect since these are considered by other
religions as if they are created for the pleasure of human
beings. But Srivaishnavam proposes moksha to all.
Paramathma created devas, asuras and other
livingbeings as per their past Karmas.The final
salvation(moksham) is given by pramathma to all from
human beings to asuras,animals,birds,plants and to the
trees ect as mentioned in our scriptures.Lord Krishna
gave moksha not only to Kamsa,demon putana and many
asuras but also to a clay pot, naga,raksha and trees
ect.Lord rama gave moksha to asuras, monkeys, a bird
and to a stone also.Chandran serve everyone from
humanbeings to birds, animals, trees, plants, earth ect
in the universe without any discrimination,the main
concept of Srivaishnavam which consider that
Paramathma as lord Vishnu is Omnipresent and
omnipotent living in the heart of all jeevathmas as
“antharyami” while other religions portray god is a
separate entity placed far away from the sight and reach
of souls.Chandan is the karaghan for mind and hence
also on faith.Saivites believe their lord Shiva adorn
chandran permanently in his thirumudi, while Islamic
people claim moon is the symbol of their religion.Yet
chandran accept everyone and everything to show
the true essence of Srivaishnavam propounded by
Sri ramanujar by serving all as per the desire of
paramathma Sri Krishna.
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Presence of Demi-gods in this Kshetram.Many devas
and devadhais have taken shelter here to serve the
lord.They were struck with the beauty of Lord azhagar
and Stayed here to worship him.Bairavar,an amsam of
Shiva stayed inside the koil as ‘kshetra balahar” adorned
with thiruman kappu and gets his daily pujas as per
vaishnava rituals.Similarly valamburi Vinayaka is
adorned with thiruman kappu as ‘thumbikai azhwar"for
whom pujas are conducted as per the Vaishnava
rituals.Hence only chandan (sandalpaste) is distributed
in both Sannidhis.In the outside “Pathinettam padi”
normal rituals are done as per the traditional practices.
Skanda ,the demi-god as commander-in- chief of army
of devas came here to protect them from asuras when
thiruparkadal were churned.He Stayed here on top of the
hill to worship Lord azhagar, admired with his beauty
and to protect the sanctity of this holy hill.

Chandran shines over “soma Chanda vimanam’every
night in this koil to worship lord Azahagar.So moons
shadow image of two nodes ‘Rahu’ and ‘Ketu’ also
made their presence felt here in the form of their adi-
devathas. Bairavar,skanda ,Vinayakar and nagas are
represented by ‘ketu” while “Rahu represent‘Karuppana
swamy’and rakkayee amman on top of the hills. Lord
azhagar has ensured that these two shadows of celestial
bodies do not afflict the moon and our mind by having
closed its symbolic 18 steps between front and back
doors with walls on both sides at the entrance.

This is the only Kshetram where asuras and devas joined
to churn for amrut, nagas and manduka (frog) are
together,chandran and its adverse intersecting nodes
Rahu and ketu meet at the 18" step.Lord Krishna who
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knew the importance of this deciding mystical
number,anticipating the possible 18th attack of jarasandan
on Madura,immediately shifted all yadhavas to dwaraka for
avoiding the eventual death to Jarasandan in that war as
he was destined to die only at the hands of bhima in the
later days.Mind is pure white at the time of birth but when it
is afflicted by durgunas due to karmic cycle, it will become
dark.Similarly afflicted mind will reflect our karmic cycles in
the present and past janmas by way of ‘Rahu ‘and “ketu’,
the two ends of accelating mind in the form of celestial
bodies.

One has to climb 18 steps to reach the ultimate goal of
spiritual life which we see in some temples also.But in the
case of azhagarkoil, there is no need to climb 18 steps at
the entrance but can reach Lord azhagar directly through a
side gate.Lord Krishna in his bhagawat gita advocated for
karma/bhakthi yogas as an easy way to reach the godhood
rather than Ghana yoga. Hence those who surrender only to
lord Krishna will be free from the worries of karmic cycles
and problems in the present janma.Those vaishnavites
worshipping demi-gods must remember the 18"
pronouncement of Nambudavan to Brahmarakshan as
narrated in Kaisika purana which melted his mind to allow
nambudavan proceed towards thirukuragkudi nambi
koil. The essence of this 18" promise made by
nambudavan is those who equivate the lower status
of demi-gods with supreme Paramathma Lord Vishnu
will get their worst unrepentable Sin.
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Some people mislead the true bhagvathas by giving

importance to the demi gods present in this hill who

virtually serve Lord azhagar to seek his mercy.This

results in some confused Srivaishnavas even skip the

holy baths in the holiest theertham of ‘noopura ganga’on

top of this hill. Those misleaders will be sent to naraka

as per the

Pasuram of periazhwar.
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Periazhwar who rendered pasurams only on Lord

Krishna connected Sri Krishna avatar

lilas With this Kshetram and composed more pasurams

on azhagarkoil from where he went to paramapatham

after spending his last days in this hills.
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Mind and Karmas- Mind is attached to the body,while
athma is bonded with Prana (life force). Athma karaghan
Sun gives us the cycle of life as per our past karmas of
previous births.However Mind makes an impact on our
present karmic cycle of life to some extend.Moon can

possibily change the direction of our present karmas to
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little extend since mind function as per the placement of
Moon in our natal horoscope.Mind is encompassed with
14 senses controlling five Gyanaedriyas, five
karmendriyas besides manas,chitta,ahamkara and
buddhi which are like four spokes in a wheel of mind.
Hence even if lagna lord is weak, moon position will be
taken in to account for predictions.Therefore good
placement of Moon in a horoscope is very essential for
a native to lead happy and longer life with healthy mind.
Mind is the creative source for ‘ahamkara and
mamakara’ the two durgunas which if afflict our thoughts
will make parmathma present in our athma as
“antharyami “living in our heart leave our karmas to take
place in the direction as per our destiny instead of
normally guiding the pious athmas surrendered to
him.Moon thus places major role in changing the present
karmas.Hence moon has to be in a good position along
with Jupiter in our horoscope without conjunction or
aspect of malefic grahas.Athmakarakan Sun position is
also important as he only gives light and life to moon.
Mind start waxing since childhood and reaches its full
form at peak by middle age and start waning till the end
of life in phases of duration based on the longevity of a
native decided by other factors in the horoscope.Similarly
water retention power in the body changes from young
age to old age when the body will have Poor retention of
water during the old age due to the symbolic waning of
moon/ mind power to make the body lose its beauty
during old age.our body consisting of 65% of water
undergoes changes due to moons influence.Moons node
in north”"Rahu” indicates our future karmas and south
node “Ketu”denotes past karmas and past life.

( concluding in next issue -9 )
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Srimate SrivanSatakopa Sri Vedanta Desika Yatindra
Mahadesikaya nama:

The Pillar

At a recent farewell party at the office, staff members vied
with one another to pay tribute to the retiring officer. He
must have been quite surprised to hear that he was in
possession of so many virtues, of which he himself could
not have been aware. Mellowed by the thought of not having
to see him again and as an expression of the resultant relief,
people waxed quite eloquent in his praise, describing him
as this, that and the other, all couched in superlatives. While
recounting the entire list of encomiums here would be
tedious and not very relevant, one simile applied to the
gentleman caught my attention and imagination—he was
described as a Pillar (for having single-handedly supported
the entire edifice of the organization!). This set me thinking:
while | was indeed physically present at the farewell, my
thoughts flew in different directions, marshalling all the facts
and references | could think of about scriptural mentions
about The Pillar.

A Palace Pillar becomes the Divine Mother! The first
and foremost thought that comes to your mind at the
mention of a Pillar is of course the one which adorned the
palace of Hiranyakasipu. Each and every brick and pillar of
his palace was built directly under the supervision of the
asura, says Sri Periazhwar— a/andiitta toonai avan tatta. The
Emperor of the three worlds knew very well the size and
composition of each and every edifice in his palace, be it a
pillar or parlour. And this is what made him supremely
confident that the Pillar, built under his own watchful eyes,
could contain nothing more than brick and mortar and that
none, even the notorious maayaavi Hari, could hide himself
in the pillar. And this is what made him smite the Pillar,
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enquiring derisively from the blessed Prahlada whether Hari
could be present in that particular pillar, if He was
omnipresent as claimed by the infant. And what happened
next is history, chronicled in every book of scripture worth
its name.

What was remarkable about this particular pillar was that
it was home to Sri Nrisimha prior to His avataaram and as
such, acquired the haloed status accorded to Divine Mothers
like Sri Kousalya and Sri Devaki, who bore Him in their womb
for ten months. Having “delivered” Him at the appropriate
moment, the Pillar became as venerable as Aditi Devi, who
gave birth to Vaamana. And if it was the mother of Nrisimha,
ipso factoit became grandmother to the creator Brahma—
the logic runs this way: the four-headed Brahma is hailed
as the Pitaamaha or grandfather to all beings. He in turn is
created by Sriman Narayana. The hitherto innocuous pillar,
having delivered the progenitor of Brahmaa, became his
grandmother, says Swami Desikan in Dasaavataara Stotram-
Vedhasaam mahaasura griha stoonaa pitaamahi abhoot.
Wherever Sri Nrisimhavataram is glorified, this Pillar too
comes in for acclamation for having harboured the Lord till
the time came for His emergence, as for instance in Srimad
Bhaagavatam—adrisyataatyadbhuta roopam udvahan
stambhe sabhaayaam na mrigam na maanusham. And this
is why Srimad Mukkur Azhagiasingar calls Him the enfant
terrible born to a Pillar—Stambha Dimba! (Sri Lakshmi
Nrisimha Karaavalamba Stotram). The Runa Vimochana
Stotram pays tribute to Him thus— Devataa kaarya
siddhyarttham sabhaa stambha samudbhavam. Toonaai
adan oodu Ariyaai vandu tondri, penaa avunan udalam
pilandittaaisays Sri Tirumangai Mannan too. Swami Desikan
puts the glorious Pillar that gave birth to Sri Nrisimha on
par with Devaki, Kousalya and others and tells us that He is
the same, to whomever He is born, whether to the regal
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Devaki or to the inanimate Pillar. Here is the beautiful slokam
from Yaadavaabhyudayam—

Devaki danuja sthoona divyam dhaama vrajaanganaanaam
Ramaa Radhadayascha iti raashi
bhedai: na bhidyase.

(Incidentally, there is a reference here to Radha, the famed
Consort of Sri Krishna which appears rather rare in
Poorvacharyas’ works).

2. Azhwar seeks birth as a Pillar! It is perhaps for this
reason that Sri Kulasekhara Perumal craves being born on
the haloed hills of Tirumala, as a mere pillar. Conscious of
all the glories attaching to the Pillar, and contrary to the
fervent prayers of other Azhwars to redeem them from the
cycle of births and deaths, this Azhwar specifically seeks a
birth—not any birth, but birth as a Pillar of vegetation on
Tirumala, serving the Lord and His devotees in its own small
way— Emperumaan Eesan ezhil Venkata malai me/
tambakamaari nirkkum tiru udayen aavene.

3. Pillars Galore! It would appear that the Lord can never
have enough of Pillars. Having been born to a Pillar, He insists
on surrounding Himself with a plentiful number of Pillars,
at many of His abodes. Have you seen the pillars standing
in a straight line at the Srirangam sannidhi? It is indeed a
maghnificent sight, each pillar adorned with intricate figurines,
some with warriors on horses, some with delicate dancing
damsels, etc. At Ahobilam, itis a common sight on the pillars
to see Lord Nrsimha wooing His consort Chenchu Lakshmi.
We see Him depicted on several pillars chasing
Hiranyakasipu and find Him bursting forth from another
pillar. Besides these, pillars depicting the Dasaaavatara are
to be found in nearly every temple in the South. There are
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two Dasaavatara corridors in the Srirangam sannidhi, one
near the Paramapada vaasal and another in the Sesharaaya
mandapam. Each pillar stands mute witness to thousands
of years of song, dance, discourses and other emotional
outpourings, all extolling the Lord and His leelas.

There is a vast hall at Srirangam known as the Aayiram kaal
mandapam (Sesharaayar Mandapam), the home to a
thousand such pillars. (On the Vaikuntta Ekadasi day, the
Lord remains in this mandapam for long, after witnessing
the Arayar sevai in front of the mandapam). And when you
research as to where the inspiration for such a huge
mandapam with a thousand pillars must have come, you
find that everything at Srirangam is but a replica of what
obtains at Paramapadam or Sri Vaikunttam. The Upanishads
tell us that the Lord at His wondorous home of Sri
Vaikunttam, is regally ensconced on the snake bed, in a
thousand-pillared mandapam—the Sahasra Stoonaa
Mandapam.

We also find another unique mandapam with 24 pillars at
the Srirangam Sannidhi, known as the Gaayatri Mandapam,
each of the pillars representing a letter of the famed
Gaayatri Mantram. Each of these pillars is considered to be
a petal of the 24-petalled lotus on which the four-headed
Brahmaa is ensconced, paying obeisance eternally to Sri
Ranganatha.

4. Pillars of Strength to Devotees: One more set of
pillars at this Sannidhi, which has acquired considerable
fame and is eulogized by Sri Kulasekhara Perumal, is the
Kalyaana Stambham, Aamoda Stambham or Tirumana Toon.
These two pillars are located very near the sanctum
sanctorum. These serve a very useful purpose—that of a
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support to devotees, who are swept away by the torrential
beauty emanating from Sri Ranganatha. The Lord, His
enchanting eyes, glorious face and all the rest of Him are
so enthralling that people are swept off their feet when
they stand before Him. Their feet become wobbly and their
entire body loses control due to the mind-boggling
magnificence that confronts them in the form of the
recumbent Ranganatha. At that time, when their legs fail to
sustain them, it is these two pillars which serve as support
and prevent the devotees from being carried away by the
flood of the Lord’s splendor. For the truly devout, it is
impossible to stand before Sri Ranganatha without availing
the support of these great pillars, says Sri Kulasekhara
Perumal— Maayonai mana toone pattri nindru en vaayaara
endru kolo vaaztthu naale. Sri Bhattar concurs with Azhwar
in his Sri Rangaraja Stavam thus—

Sesha saya [lochana amrita nadeerayaakulita
lolamaanaanaam

Aalambam iva Aamoda Stambha dvayam antarangam
abhiyaama:

The torrential, nectarine beauty flowing from the Lord’s eyes
makes it impossible for devotees to stand steady and enjoy
the divine splendor. It is for them that the two pillars have
been erected right in front of Ranganatha, so that they can
hold on to it and save themselves from being swept away,
says Sri Bhattar.

5. The Lord Himself as a Pillar: Agamas speak about
another beautiful and holy pillar in Sri Vaikunttam. The Lord
Himself assumes a special form in Srl Vaikunttam, the form
of a huge pillar known as the Visaakha Yoopam or the
Brahma Yoopam. It has four parts (Jaagrat sthaanam or
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wakeful state, Svapna sthaanam or the state of dreams,
Sushupti sthaanam or a state of deep sleep and Tureeya
sthaanam or a trance-like state), representing the four
Vyooha forms ( Vasudeva, Sankarshana, Pradyumna and
Aniruddha) in each part. The activities, form, weapons, etc.
of the Lord in each of these parts are comparable to the
four stages of an adherent to Bhakti Yogam, viz.
1. Beginner’s stage with only a modicum of meditation
and a little control over the
external sense organs and mind
2. The next stage with full control of the senses, but not of
the mind
3. The advanced stage with full control of the senses and
the mind but with normal breathing
4. The final stage of crystallized devotion, in which the
devotee gives up even breathing and appears to be in a
trance.

The Lord is said to aid the devotee’s gradual progression in
meditation, by assuming the form of the glorious pillar
known as the Visaakha Yoopam, each lower level of this
pillar representing one of the Vyooha forms with two
attributes each of the total six (Gnaanam, Balam, Isvaryam,
Veeryam, Shakti and Tejas) and culminating at the top in
the Para Vasudeva.

6. Pillars in the Epics and Puranas: While this is the
Visaakha Yoopam at Sri Vaikunttam, there appears to have
been another on Earth of the same name, considered quite
holy. The Mahabharatam tells us that all the Celestials chose
its location for performing penance—

Sametya bahusa: devaa: sendraa: sa Varunaa: puraa
Visaakhe Yoope atapyanta tasmaat punyatama: sa vai.
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It is no wonder therefore that the Paandavas chose the
Visaakha Yoopam’s environs as their habitat, during their
enforced exile in the jungle-

Tasmin girou Prasravana upapanne
Himottareeya aruna paandu saanou
Visaakha Yoopam samupetya chakru:
Tadaa nivaasam purusha praveeraa:

The word Yoopam has an extremely close association with
Vedic literature, for a Yoopam or sacrificial Pillar was an
indispensable component of all Yaagas. Sacrificial animals
were often tied to such Yoopas till their time came. We hear
in Srimad Ramayanam of Ambareesha Chakravartti tying the
sacrificial animal, dressed in red cloth, to the designated
Pillar, while performing a Yaagam-

Sadasya anumato Raja pavitra krita lakshanam
Pasum raktaambaram kritvaa yoope tam samabandhayat

More often than not, such Pillars were made of glittering
gold, we come to know from the Mahabharata-

Tasya sma yoopaan yagyeshu bhraajamaanaan
hiranmayaan

Svayam utthaapayaamaasu.: devaa, sendraa: Yudhishttira!

That Sri Mahavishnu was the presiding Deity of this Pillar is
known from its description by Valmiki as Vaishnavam

Yoopam-

Vaishnavam yoopam aasaadya vaakbhi: Agnim udaahara
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7. Pillars of the Ancient Tamils: Contrary to the current
trend among politicians to portray ancient Tamilnadu as one
bereft of Brahmins and Brahminism, we have irrefutable
evidence in Sangham literature about the widespread
performance of Yaagas. Verse 15 of Purananuru talks about
the Yoopas, Pillars that were erected in Chola capitals.
Similarly, Agananuru (verse 220) compares a heroine to the
Yoopa pillar of Parasurama.

8. A Pillar of Music: And who said that the Pillar is an
inanimate thing, incapable of the finer things of life? All
you have to do is to visit the Taanu Maal Ayan temple at
Suchindram, where you will find the intricately carved Pillar
that emits the seven svaras when it is tapped at seven
different places. It is a real wonder to hear the delicate
notes of music coming out of a stone pillar, | can tell you.

If this is a Pillar generating music, there was one which
was so moved by music that it simply melted, despite its
stony composition. Sri Nathamuni is acclaimed in the
Sampradayam for having set the Divya Prabandas to music
(7aalam vazhangi Tamizh Marai innisai tanda vallal). It was
no ordinary notes to which he set the Prabandas, but Divine
Music known as Deva Gaanam, the music of the Celestials.
Two courtesans, one well-versed in Deva Gaanam and the
other in the music of the mortals, performed before the
Chozha Emperor, who, not being a connoisseur of good
music and unable to appreciate the soulfulness and beauty
of the Deva Gaanam, honoured the courtesan singing
ordinary music, but not the other. The one rendering Deva
Gaanam was offended and appealed to Sri Nathamuni, an
expert exponent of divine music, to vindicate her stance.
Sri Nathamuni repaired to the emperor’s court and placed
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his cymbals on a pillar, in full view of the rather perplexed
emperor. Immediately upon a few notes of Deva Gaanam
being sung, the stone pillar melted, mutely conveying its
appreciation of the soulful sound, making the cymbals stick
to the pillar. Sri Nathamuni stopped Deva Gaanam and
ordered ordinary music to be played, at which the pillar
hardened again, thereby releasing the cymbals. Need we
describe the mortification felt by the Chozha Raja, who was
unable to appreciate divine music which even a pillar in his
court could? The sum and substance of this story, for our
purposes, is that even Pillars could be arbiters of good and
bad music.

9. Pillars in Western Mythology: The scriptural
significance of Pillars transcends nationalities and races.
We find for instance that two glorious pillars formed the
basis of the Temple of Hercules, in what is known as Cadiz
today. The Pillars, which existed even prior to the 2" century,
were made of stone but embellished with the most precious
of gems, gold and jewels, we understand from historical/
biblical accounts. It is these two pillars which form the
symbols of the Freemasons. The Israelites were supposed
to have been guided by a strange Pillar of cloud by day and
fire by night, in their forty years of wanderings in the
wilderness. In Scandinavian mythology too, two high
wooden Pillars formed a symbol of Thor, their all-powerful
God and were known as Pillars of the High Seat.

10. A Fitting Finale: Tall stone pillars used to be erected
in front of Vishnu Temples in the past, with a flying Garuda
sculpted atop them, known as Garuda Stambham. It is one
such iron pillar, one which has not rusted for the last 1500
years despite being exposed fully to the elements, that
stands proud at Mehrauli near New Delhi even today,
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