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Kumbakonam
Modern Marriage Hall with
Additional rooms
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SRI UPPILI MAHAL

South Car Street, Oppiliappan Kovil, |

Opp. Oppiliappan Temple

Thirunageswaram - 612 204

Ph : 0435-2463324

email:uppilimahal@yahoo.in
%

At Oppiliappan Koil

Kumbakonam

Modern Marriage hall

Additional rooms available
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.-G"“\\_I.
S Vlatrimon

For the Month Of

KAARTHIKAI (NOVEMBER 2010)

Kindly forward your replies to
BOX NUMBERS to the following address

2 & A1 i 7% Rregargsdeey |
HIedT TAAGIT: HGHAHT woea! || s
3T AT (2%.2.]”)° —p
"O groom and bride ! May you both live
the full span of your life, in wedded bliss. Never
be separated from each other. May you always

live joyously in your home with your children
and grand children."  (Atharva Veda 14.1.22)

[BOX NO. WILL BE KEPT OPEN FOR TWO MONTHSONLY]

To BoxNO;.....veviieii,

c/o SRIRANGANATHA PADUKA,
21, Sir Desikachari Road, Mylapore,
Chennai 600 004.

BRIDE WANTED

Vadakalai Viswamitram Chithirai May 1976 5’6
B.Com., ACA Manager Accounts Reliance General
Insurance Chennai seeks well qualified well settled
girl contact Phone # 044 2471 9729 / 98407
31243

Vadakalai Bharadwajam Thiruvonam Nov. 1980
B.Com., MCA System Analyst at Hydrabad 7 lac p.a.
seeks beautiful professionally qualified girl kalai no
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bar contact 044 24728308 / 94444 79311
Email vedha50@gmail.com.

Vadakalai Gargya Gothram Purattathi Age 29 5’77
B.E. Working in private company seeks suitable
employed bride colour fair contact 044 2224 0100 /
98409 04436

Vadakalai Kousigam Revathy, Aug 1984 188cm B.E.,
MNC Bangalore seeks qualified preferably employed
home loving girl contact Phone 080- 2535 4713 ID
sudarshan_s84@yahoo.com

VADAKALAI, BHARDWAJAM Kettai 17-8-1983 5’8"
B.Com., MBA CCNA MCSC Net work Infratructure eng.,
H.P. Chennai 7.20PA Kalai no bar seeks suitable
employed / unemployed bride contact 94457 29278
/ 044 22742553 Sri S. Krishnaswami 10A Sundarar
St., Newpeungalathur Chennai 600 063

Vadakalai Viswamitram Moolam 15t padam July 1982
5’11” B.E., (ECE) HCL Technologies Chennai Project
leader 75,000/-pm Handsome seeks suitable bride
kalai no bar Contact 98944 40102 Email
srkumar2020@yahoo.com

Vadakalai Srivatsam Pooram 15t Padam june 1971
177cm Rs25,000/-plus M.A., D.E.C.E., Manager
(marketing) Private Chennai seeks Bramin girl contact
M. Srinivasan 11/4 Sathiamoorthy St., Tiruvallur 602
001 Phone 044 27665263

Vadakalai Sadamarshana Revathi 4-9-74 diploma in
Elec-Electronic Vel Tech 12,000/-pm suitable bride
contact Smt Mohini 98415 03920

Vadakalai Bharadwajam Mirugasirusam 3 Padam July
1978 MBA finance ICWA inter 5’8” fair MNC employed
40,000/-pm Chennai seeks good looking suitable
bride contact V. Rajagopalan 044 2746 5414 / 97908
65299 E.Mail vr/1949@yahoo.co.in
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Vadakalai Gauthama Krithigai(3) age 37, 5’6" M.A,,
DCA Manager private firm seeks graduate girl kalai
no bar contact 044 - 2618 2882

Wanted suitable Non Srivatsa girl with traditional
values for vadakalai Punarpoosam boy 32 / 5’57
Management graduate partner reputed engineering
company Chennai Box No : 5

BRIDEGROOM WANTED

Vadakalai Athreya Uthiram January 1979 160 wheatish
chartered accountant Finance Manager seeks
professional groom earning 10 lacs & above refer
www.ssmatri. Net ID GIG-23432/79 Phone 044
23761683 /98406 16995

Vadakalai Bharathwajam Swathi Jan, 1983 5’5" MBA
Msc., employed MNC 6.25 lac p.a. seeks professionally
qualified groom below 32 years contact 044 22660223
/99406 87916 email jparthan@yahoo.co.in.

Vadakalai Srivatsam Aswini June 1988 5°2” BE. CTS
Chennai seeks professionally qualified BE - MS -
CA groom age between 25 & 27 contact 93821 82748
Email knnarasimhan@rediffmail.com

Vadakalai Kousikam Bharani 24 years 5’5” B.Tech fair
employed in MNC Boy expected around 27 years
professionally qualified well settled progressive vadakalai
family equally well grounded in our culture. Horoscope
/ Photography full details to contact 044 2491 4187

Vadakalai Sadamarshanam Hastham 23-1/2 years
(1987) 5’4” B.E., (Ele) TCS professionally qualified
working in India or abroad contact 044 - 4301 6043
email: rkchary53@hotmail.com
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With Obeisance to His Holiness
SRIMATH ANDAVAN

New Project
"PADMAVATHI"
No18, Ramnagar, 1st Street, North Extn.
Velachery, Chennai-42
Stilt + Two Floors,

Four double bedroom Apartments,
with modern Amenities
Lift, Covered Cap Park, As per Vaasthu

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

i

| On going Constractual Project

| *Bungalow of 8000 Sft. at

| Ramnagar, Velachery, *Apartment type Stilt + 3 units
| (1000 Sft. each) at Tansy nagar, Velacher.
I * Duplex Residence 2500 Sft. at Thiruneermalai
: We are interested in promoting your property on
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

Joint Venture We are interested in construction of
Residential bungalow, Industrial, Commercial projects in
Turnkey contract basis.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Strictly adhering as per CMDA Norms !
L]
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
SRI VISWAKSENA BUILDERS PVT. LTD., I
B, Ground Floor, "Venkatavijayam" :

No. 23/A1-214, 14th Main Road, I

Anna Nagar, Chennai - 600 040 |

Ph : 044-26202387 / fax : 45502270 Cell : 98404-83339 |

e:mail:vishwaksena@airtelmail.in
wed: uww.viswaksena.com |
(& J
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W ATHREYA TOURS & TRAVELS W@
QE‘ DIVYADESA YATRA PROGRAMME - 2010 - 2011
-3 Sl Date Particulars Amount
E 1. 26.11.10t028.11.10 Ahobila Yatra (Nava Narasimha Sthalangal) 2,800/-
c 2. 9.12.10to0 13.12.10 Mattapalli Yatra (Mangalagiri, Vedatdri, Mattapalli Vadapalli - Badrachalam 3,600/-
@ 3. 17.12.10 t0 22.12.10 Chozha Nadu Yatra (40 Divya Desams) 3,300/-
E_% 4. 26.01.10 to 01.02.10 Puri Yatra - (Puri Jagannath, Konark, Bhuvaneswhar,
Simhachalam, Srikurmam, Arasavalli, Annavaram 4,500/-
© 5. 05.02.10 to 09.02.10 Malai Nadu (13 Divya Desam) 3,600/-
© 6. 06.03.11t023.03.11 Salagramam Yatra - (Naimisaranyam, Ayodhya, Pokhra,
Salagramam, Kathmandu, Allhabhad, Chitrakoodam
2 Varanasi, Gaya (including Flight Charges Pokhra) 22,000/-
% & 7. April 2011 Salagramam Yatra - (Naimisaranyam, Ayodhya, Pokhra, Salagramam
S ® Kathmandu, Janakpur
% @ 8. May (2011) Badrinath Yatra - (Mathura, Brindavan, Gokulam, Govardan,Kurukshetra,
% é Haridwar, Rishikesh, Joshimat, Badrinath, Devaprayag, Delhi 9,500/-
IB% Mukthinath Darshan in 5 days from Chennai to Chennai (By Flight)
5 g g Léor information & Booking : A. Khannan, Mob. 9444106710 / 9444414180, 044—-22386180 / 22380493 )
i & L 10/2, Second Street, Sundaram Colony, Tambaram Sanatorium, Chennai-600 047. 3
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SRI LAKSHMI HAYAGREEVA
BHAVANAM

well equipped to conducted
all Functions.

Contact : 45/46, New No. 4
VEDHANTHA DESIKAN STREET,
(PALATHOPE)

Opp. Thirumylai Railway Station.
Mylapore, Chennai - 600 004
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SRAVANANANDHAM

(Of Arasanipalai Sri Venkatadhwari
English meaning by Arasanipalai Aravamudhan)

e o el A we e
T FAEAHEGH o |
TETE: HCIFAHEHAERgiaig
sga@?rm?qrqmﬁwﬁﬁaaqﬂ:n &%

Your beautiful nature personality is true. Your
beautiful lovable physical body true . Your words
are true. All the Vedas which are the means to know
You are true. Your residence is in this territory by
name Sathyavratha (true). So any thing and every
thing of Your is true. There is nothing untrue in You.
Hence the belief that You will drrive away my sins is
true (and certain).

fa=sh <ok TAgTRT ToIq e |
FUTETER F9Ig FIO0 /G ! T
iz faweat RFasfamg g
May Your conch strengthen the cordiality of
good men; let Your disc that keeps the assembly/
community of enemies under control be vigilant, let
Your Gada (Koumodhakee) which drove away the
disease of fears suffered by Devas shine; Oh Varadha
the ocean of mercy ! May Your Sword (Nandakee)

cut off the strings of bondages; let Your Sarngam,
the prestigious bow be victorious in all directions.

(Here the five weapons of our Lord and how
effective they are have been told by the poet).
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Oh Varadha ! even after visiting holy places,
learning quikly (from young age) all vedas, planting
trees and constructing choultries (to afford shade
and shelter to travellers) performing various types
of yagas, singing in praise of Devas with true devo-
tion, distributing the personal wealth liberally to oth-
ers one is unable to cross the ocean of mundane
bondages (wealth, relations etc) unless one bows
(surrenders) to you.

(The poet wants to impress that nothing is su-
perior to a simple surrender at the feet of Lord.)

CUIEEREISEREE Lt ICIED)
PEECICEECRRBRICTIE
frrredas feafn s
feafoniag wa! @ @ W aTd 11 &0

Oh mind ! Entrust Your thoughts with firm
determinaton (without wavering) in the Eternal Su-
preme Lord Who dispels all darkness (ignorances)
and Who has the Sun and the Moon as His eys,
Who won over the proud king Bali cleverly (by
strategem) and who protected good (innocent,
sinless) men by His affection, Who is adorning
Hasthigiri by His presence, and who killed (destoryed)
the crocodile the enemy of the elephant (Gajendra).

IS EE R R PRI U

R S RERIGERCP LR EIELER
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Oh mind ! Reside in the heart of Lord Varadha
Raja (of ancient past and undiminished i.e. whole)
who killed that Poothana who wanted to breast
feed (poison) and kill (child) Krishna, who drives
away the tortures of Yama and his men, who
pupparts all movable and immovable objects; who
has taken Hasthigiri as His residence, who has
"Garuda' as emblem in His flag, who destroyed de-
mons like Mura and who poured the rain/juice of
joy over Rishis.

Tepe! ! £ wRa wE | i
F FHIG TG ATGAT A |

TSfed A oo d TEHAT YeT=sel
FINATA AT A ||

Those that chant the (ten) names, Mukundha,
Nruhare, Hari, Madhu Ripo, Makhaasa, Prabho,
Kareesa, Kamalapathe, Varadha, Vasudeva do not
fall and roll in the heart splitting hell where the threats
from the group of servants of Yama are unimagin-
able and dreadful.

ECIRERCIRRIRIECIELICECRRICE
ST I Rforaseaa: fh aq:! |
el e e T -
FUNHHTRER (e 19T AT 1)

Out of greed for wealth do not sing in praise of
those that speak rudely and are dangerous. Kings
are like serpants and so the benefit will be nothing.
Hence with the idea to cross the limitless (without
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any boundary) samsara which can not be crossed
easily meditate upon Madhava who was praised by
Saraswathi and other Devas and Who (the Lord)
got /tasted (eagerly) the good Vaparasa (offered
by Brahma).

IH T e e ar sran e
FATCRAATIAY T FRIH TAHA |
HRAGHIE 64 TR W &
AT FSREAA FACC @O 93

Have I not been committing sins keenly with
interest more than hundred times since long be-
cause of uncontrolled illusion and no obstruction ,
Oh perpetually infatuated mind ! Take refuge in
Varadha, who fetches Mangalas, and who made
Brahma's Yaga a success.

REEEELEE QIR CHELUE N
YETTT R Hgar Fa: |
WATIE AT AT E T TS -
o= Tl TXE! ITg WHTGE || oY

Oh Varadha ! You appeared in the Yaga peformed
by Brahma (manifested in the sacrificial fire) and
You pleased immensely - in every way / manner -
all the Rishis and the Devas then. Because of Your
profound experience in worldly (Samsara) matters
(needs, problems etc.,) You reached Hasthigiri at a
terrific speed. You are the treasure house of kind-
ness. Kindly protect me , an afflicted one.
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CENTENARY OF A VETERAN EDUCATIONALIST

SRI U.Ve. A. SRINIVASARAGHAVACHARIAR SWAMY
(1910 - 1996)

By Dr. N.V. Vasudevachariar

The reputation of Sri Ranganatha Paduka
Vidyalaya, Srirangam, has spread far and wide and
many students have excelled in the learning of
different Sastras chosen by them.

This honour is due to the blessings showered
upon us by our Acharya Sarvabouma, the Founder,
His Holiness Tirukudanthai Srimad Andavan Vedanta
Ramanuja Mahadesikan (famous as Sri Kannan
Swami in his Poorvasrama). Swami was a silver
tongued orator and his speech was embeded with
humour. Swami has a smiling countenance and with
all Kalyana gunas of our Acharya as described by Sri
Vedanta Desika, he led an austere life going on a
padayatra throughout the length and breadth of
Bharath blessing all his sishyas (disciples). He never
failed to deliver Kalakshepam to his sishyas and
founded many centres of learning.

One such Sastraic College founded in 1967 is
Sri Ranganatha Paduka Vidyalaya, in East Uthira
Street, Srirangam, where great Acharyas of different
Sastras - Nyaya and Meemamsa, have been
appointed as professors and Lecturers. Apart from
this, the study of Veda and Prabanda are given
predominance enabling student to learn and excel
in them. Several batches of students studied the
Sastras and imbibed Veda and Divya Prabanda.

Sri A. Srinivasachariar Swami of revered
memory was the Second Principal (1970 - 1976)
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who succeeded Sri K.p. Appalachariar, the then Vice
Principal, Teacher's College, Saidapet and Founder-
Principal of Sri Ranganatha Paduka Vidyalaya. We
celebrate the Centenary of Sri A. Srinivasachariar
Swami on Karthigai Pushyam - 26.11.2010. He is
true disciple of our revered Acharya Sarvabouma,
who never violated the principles enunciated by him
in administering the College. A highly orthodox
gentelman, he never failed to have a bath in the
Cauvery at 4 a.m and performed Sandya with

WN’FSITF[\. Thin and frait, yet of strong mental
constitution, Swami served at the residential College
til the age of 86, whereafter he attained the Louts
feet of the Lord in December 1996. Swami had also
been the Warden of the Hostel and had maintained
perfect discipline among the students.

Teachers of olden days believed that God is
the only enduring relative of everyone. He alone
remains with us always and protects us unfailingly.
Those teachers never frittered away their life in
wasteful pursuits. They pursued the path of Dharma,
one of service devoted to teaching, and were God
fearing. Attachment to perishable things leads to
physical and mental strain. These noble teachers
maintained a qualitative standard in the education
of Sastras.

My intimate association with the great Acharya
Thirukundathai Srimad Andavan Swami dates back
to 1953 prior to his Sanyasa Asrama. It is my good
fortune that I have been instrumental in arranging
many leactures by the Swami in his Poorvasrama
under the auspices of the Astika Sabha, West
Mambalam.

It was my privilege and good fortune of being
blessed by His Holiness, as the first Honorary Principal
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of the affiliated College from 1977. A former Member
of the Senate and the Academic Council of the
Madras University (1967-70), I was chiefly
responsible for arranging for a One-Man-
Commission by Dr. K.K. Raja, Head of the
Department of Sanskrit, University of Madras, to
visit the Vidyalaya and for securing the necessary
affiliation from June 1977 and raised it to the status
of an oriental College in a short period. When the
Bahrathidasa University began to function from June
1981, the College was affiliated to this University,
and the Principal also served as a member of the
Senate and Academic Council of the Bharathidasan
University and obtained the Central Grant to the
tune of Rs. 46,500/~ as salary to 2 Sanskrit teachers
and scholarship to 15 students.

His Holiness even from his Poorvasrama, had
the highest regard for the family of Mahashri S.
Vasudevachariar Swami, my paternal grandfather,
Founder of the Ramakrishna Mission Educational
institutions in Thyagarayanagar, in 1932, and
Manager, Sri Ahobila Math Sanskrit College,
Maduranthakam, since its inception in 1942, and
also Editor, Vedanta Deepika and later Sri
Nrisimhapriya.

His Holiness Srimad Andavan had often
expressed his desire that I should associate myself
with Sri Ranganatha Paduka Vidyalaya, appreciating
the good work by me as Honorary Correspondent
of Sri Abhobila Math Oriental Higher Secondary
School, West Mambalam, which stands first in the
State among all the Oriental Schools, and blessed
me with the words,"you touch nothing but adorn".

The teacher and the taught constitute the
reputation of any good institution. Stalwarts like my
Acharya
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1. Madurantakam Sri Ub.Ve. T.E. Veeraraghavachariar Swami,
(Nyaya) (1981)

2. Brahmasri R. Muthukrishna Sastrigal, (Mimamsa) (1982)

3. Sri Ub.Ve. Navalpakkam Devanathachariar Swami, (Vyakarana)
and (1988)

5. Sri Ub.Ve. A. Srinivasachariar Swami (English)  (1990)
adorned the College and produced excellent results.

The College was fourtunate enough even from
its inception to have the valuable guidance of great
savants and recipients of the Certificate of Honour,
awarded by the President of India, on the
Independence Day.

These ripe old scholars with their rich experience
in the sastras have laid a solid foundaton for the
successful functioning of the Vidyalaya, by training
for more than a decade their successors as well.

Among the sublime souls that shine like radiant
jewels in an ornament, Sri A Srinivasachariar Swami
shines resplendently. Swami, after retirement from
Venkatasa High School, Ayangudipallam as
Headmaster and Correspondent, joined Sri
Ranganatha Paduka Vidyalaya as Second Principal
in 1970 and after retirement in 1976, contiuned as
a Teacher of English at the same college.

A lovable personality with a genial
temperament he radiated charm and cheer. He was
a repository of vast learning, a scholar who had
drunk deep the wisdom of English literature. He was
easily accessible and handled students with
politeness and compassion.

His invaluable services, transparent simplicity,
deep eruditiion, and his intense devotion to the Lord
and Acharya are his parental heritage. His teaching
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methods with ease and grace and spontaneity
impressed and exhilarated everyone who listened to
his teaching. Unmindful of the discomfort of his age,
he devoted his attention to the propagation of Sanskrit
and progress of the College. His devotion and
perserverance are remarkable.

We offer our sincere prayer to His Holiness Srimad
Thirukkudanthai Andavan that he designs to bless our
function from his heavenly abode.

We will long cherish the great personalities in our
hearts for the paternal concern they have always
evinced in the welfare of our College and for the words
of encouragement we have had from them every now
and then. We feel proud that it was given to us to be
associated with these great Seers who inspired awe
and wonder in us and set glorious examples worthy
of being emulated. Their services have enhanced the
reputation of the College. The noteworthy and
successful alumni of the College owe their thanks to
the able administration and untiring hardwork of these
great souls who were responsible in character
formation in instilling a strong sens of discipline in the
students.

The Centenary is not only an occation for
expressing our gratitude to these associated with
the insitution, but it is a day for rededicating ourselves
to continue to serve the institution in greater measure,
bearing in mind the ideals for which the institution
stands - the advancement of religious and Sastraic
Education and the preservation of our grand heritage
and hoary culture.

May the Vidyalaya continue to prosper under the
grace of the Divya Dampati and Divya Mani Padukas
and under the benediction of Srimad Srimushnam
Andavan Swami and our venerable Acharyas.
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Sri Balaji Mandir, Srirangam Srimath Andavan Ashramam,

Dombivilli (East), Ph: 0251-2800505, Cell:98920-26329.
2. emapsrruns op&rw : Manager : 040-32555631,
3. snEpFLITLD UUITISSID - DLITLD :

u yhisgneg 654), Aemew snepLyrd, Manager : 27269347

4. SweuadBs I I L (Lpapewid R. sewewter (o1) F1bLIS

1/44, 9ywwEiseT afF),
Phone : 04142-288299, 94865 81536, 97862 53228.
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Sri Ranga Ramanuja Mahadesikaya Namaha.

WHY THIRUMALIRUMCHOLAI IS THE KSHETRAM OF
CHANDRAN °?
(by Dasan Kudanthai Amudhan) part -9 concluding

Chandran and Srivaishnavam —Lord Vishnu is reclining in his
coiled serpent adiseshan at Thiruparkadal, keeping in front of
him the bird Garuda,the bitter enemy and slayer of
Serpents.Similarly Serpents are nurtured by Chandran by
giving amurt kiranas on full moon days,while providing water
to its preys mandukas (frogs) which dwell in wells,rivers and
ocean..Chandran who gives rest to the mind and bodies of all
living beings by comforting them with sleep in the night ,also
feed the terror striking subtle and astral bodies like ghosts
and spirits through its rays to rise up in the night due to their
attraction towards amrut kiranas on full moon nights.This is
because Chandran got boon from Sri Vishnu to serve all classes
of beings without any discrimination.Chandran surrendered
to Lord Vishnu at thiruparkadal and later emerged from it when
it was churned by both devas and asuras.So Chandran came
out with open mind to serve anyone either be devas or
asuras.Later Chandran adorned the thirumudi of Shiv dev as
ordained by Lord Vishnu in his Kurma avatar to cool the body of
Shiva and saved him from scotching heat of halakala venom.He
received the Sripatha theertham of Lord Vishnu on its body to
mitigate the dreadful force of “ganga” water before being
passed on to the thirumudi of Shiv dev.Lord Krishna gave
moksha not only to the potter Thadhipandan but also to his
clay Pot. All demi gods, devas and devathais were created by
Lord Vishnu who assigned them with certain duties to perform
in the universe.So they simply carry out his divine orders of
Emperuman for his mercy always.Chandran serve all these
demigods,devas, devathais apart from achit and chits like living
beings, plants and vegetation ect.Services to anyone without
any expectation of results is the dictum of Lord Krishna as per
the Karma yoga pronounced by him in baghwat gita. Similarly
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Surrender to the paramathma Lord Krishna is expected to be
followed by all in line with Bhakthi yoga.These are the essence
of Srivaishnavam.Hence Chandran is doing immense services
to every beings in the universe without any discrimination to
carry out the desire of Lord Vishnu.so chandran function as

“G BT YQwTisens@ ywri’’ besides as “‘Lof
@aapeTey QFTEILT GNSFDG O FmevwLi’’ .Sri
Koorathazhwan born in Hastham, a star owned by moon, fell
unconscious upon seeing the plight of a frog being swallowed
by a snake and a plantain tree branch fell on the ground cut off
by a farmer.He exhibited the quality of chandran in showing
the compassion and mercy to all.So Chandran signify the
essence of Srivaishnavam propounded by Bhagwath Sri
Ramanujar.Most of the prominent achariyars took birth either
in moon stars of Hastham or sravanam or its nodes stars like
Thiruvathirai.They all exhibited the six qualities of chandran
who is said to have come out from the mind and abode of
Sriman Narayanan.Sri ramanujar went to see Delhi
Badusha,mughal emperor to bring back the Ramar idol (selva
pillai) from his palace.He exhibited the qualities of
moon.Azhagarhill was most favourite to periazhagar,swathi
(rahu star) and Sri koorathazhan,hastham (moon star).Both
azhwar and achariyar were closely associated with this
kshetram.

Chandran and sakada yoga — Chandran got boon from Lord
Vishnu to serve every beings and fulfill their desires without
any discrimination.True to this nature,chandran yielded to the
desire of Tara,the wife of guru, who was attracted towards his
beauty and got a child “Bhudan” through him.Although his guru
‘Brahaspathi” pardoned chandran upon his surrender realizing
his grave mistake and betrayal done to his guru, yet chandran
got a permanent dosham. Accordingly his beauty of 15 kalais
vanishes on the new moon day ( symbolically dark on this day
when chandran do not appear in the sky) with his constant
absolute 16% kalai getting purified by agni on this day,once he
conjunct with Suriyan before he gets rebirthed again by
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regaining his beauty every day till pounami when he would be
with all 16 kalais in shinning splendor.Becouse of Guru apachara
dosham,Chandran is destined to be placed in any natal
horoscope within the direct sight or in kona or in Kendra with
Jupiter or in gurus stars to get his blessings always.If chandran
is placed out of sight or just behind guru or ahead or 68 signs
with Jupiter, it will give the natives horoscope an adverse
“Sakada yoga”wherein one has to undergo ups and downs in
life without much benefic results from moon.Hence chandran
will give benefic results only if Jupiter is also well placed in a
native horoscope.If Jupiter is weak in a horoscope, the native
has to surrender to a good achariyar for his blessings and grace.

Hence Chandran always needs the blessings of all gurus due to
the above episode.Therefore in jyotish, Jupiter gets exalted
only in the sign of moon (kataka) while chandran gets exalted
in Vrushbha raasi owned by Sukran ,other Brahaspati for
asuras.The later is due to the fact chandran needs the blessings
of sukran to get rebirthed on every new moon day since only
Sukran alone knows the“Sanjeevini Mantra”to make one
rebirth again. As chandran got emerged from Thiruparkadal
churned by both devas and asuras, Chandran seeking the
blessings of both achariyars of devas and asuras is
understood.Also both Venus and moon signify the beauty,
womenhood,water (rain) ect.Hence Srirangam temple,is seen
with the influences of both Venus and chandran in every aspects
of its temple rituals..

Becouse of Chandrans dosham of guru apacharam, moon has
tagged with many controversies still lingering like ‘moon
landing hoax theory of astronomers’ or “frog in the moon or
“rabbit in the moon” and “devandhari” ect.Hence on account
of above reason, although our rishies assigned chandran is the
karagha for water many centuries ago, only recently it was
scientifically proved that water is existing in moon as found
out by our desi satellite and later reconfirmed by other
nations.So chandran needs the grace of Jupiter always. So the
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mind needs to be nurtured by the blessings of achariyar to get
the benefic results since chandran is the vehicle of mind and
faith. Thirumangaiazhwar thirumozhi (11-2-8) signify azhagar
connection with mind as
“io@pamy 1omeS)(156h CFré BlesTm oeRTTOTESTITIT
CBehFLD Blaw G\ rever® Cuimullesrmir !

(B BwrievswrpeuTi G(mGwmf) 11.2.8)

Remedial measures (Pariharams) for “Moon “and its nodes
“Rahu” and “ketu” —

Chandran is very humble and kind hearted to give life to
everyone.Hence other neecha grahas get their life due to his
mercy. Even if chandran is neecha in vrichika it will not give
bad results during his dasa provided the horoscope is not
afflicted by malefic grahas.since moon is closely connected to
Rahu and ketu, its two intersecting nodes, any pariharam to
Rahu and ketu have to be done only in this Kshetram.Since
partial solar and appulse lunar eclipse occurs around 18th
degrees of nodes,Symbolically on the 18" step of the closed
entrance doors of this koil has a pole with a long metal sword
fixed on the brass metal icon of a small peacock cutting across
on its metallic feather (chandrik).Peacock represent Sun and
its feather denotes Moon.Locals call this as “Karrupana swamy”
without any idol or image.There are many swords and spears
lying on this 18™ step to denote symbolically the evil efforts of
Rahu-ketu.Hence passing through this permanently closed
entrance of 18 steps by Chakrathazhwar is considered to be an
important event.Hence those native horoscopes affected by
Kala sarpa dosha and rahu/ketu in 2,7 and 8™ house need to
have darshan of chakrathazhwar on any of the eight days prior
to Aadi pournami, when the otherwise permanently closed
doors will be opened only for sudharsana Chakra to pass
through symbolically to break the clutches of moons
nodes.Aadi (18™)Perukku sometimes falls during Aadi
brahmotsavam.worshipping Chakram on this day is good to
remove rahu-ketu dosham.No one will be allowed inside the
steps. Even kallazahgar never uses these 18 steps but go via
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vandivasal,the side entrance.No one will dare to tell lies against
their own consciousness before this closed doors fearing
immediate punishment. On rest of the days, one can visit the
temple and apply sandal wood paste on the closed doors of
pathinettam padi and worship Lord azhagar besides having holy
baths in noopura ganga.Moon gives benefic results and make
native happy always.But if moon is very badly afflicted and is
in neecha or in 8™ house aspected by mars or Saturn ,it will give
depression,fear of death in mind, drowning in water, mental
disturbances leading to insanity,paranoid and fickle mind
besides having mystical experiences ect.Those having fear of
‘vama bhayam” in the mind must worship Lord azhagar to get
rid of it. Stubborn mind can be broken by the worship of
chakram while passing through 18 steps.Giving Annadhanam
of curd rice and water besides giving away white cloths to
Brahmins here on Mondays is good. Moolavar Sri paramaswamy
and three utsavars are holding Prayogachakras in their hands
to destroy the evil forces. worshipping lord azhagar will remove
all doshams.wearing pearls and moon stones will reduce the
bad efforts of moon as it will calm down the mind to some
extend.Thirumangai azhwar pasuram signify the importance
of praying lord azhagar.

“Qgarar;all G\& Tl @b F)(HLoTas) 15 6h CFTdv Besim
UGTOTSY GUTEBMTET UTHIRG GBI MONGTOHTGT!
(D@ mieswmpati GG wrh) 9.9)
Srivaishnavam/ Achariyar/Chandran and their links -The two
main salient features of Srivaishnavam is the continuation of
unbroken chain of guru parampara starting from Sriman
Narayana himself being the very first achariyar and also giving
thadhiarathana to bhagvathas.Moon is the vehicle of mind
which takes us to an achariyar as chandran needs to be blessed
always by guru astrologically due to Sakada yoga and hence
our mind needs to be nurtured by good achariyar always who
symbolically represent guru- Jupiter.That is where moon tries
to change the karmic cycle to some extend as explained
above.Providing annam/food are due to the influence of moon
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to please the mind of bhagvathas.Srl Krishna is called as
‘gitachariyan” as he gave baghvad gita to the world. Lord Krishna
ensured that Srivaishnavam is propagated by many achariyars
in kali yuga to nurture the mind of all jeevathmas.Sri
koorthazhwar composed a work “sundrabahusthvam” praying
Lord azhagar to take him back to his achariyar. Accordingly lord
Azhagar blessed him and made azhwan go back to Sri
Ramanujar.

Achariyar acts as a Catalist to precipitate the sediments (dur
gunas) from mind similar to giving clarity in a chemical
solution.This is possible only in a reactive solution like those
natives who are fortunately well placed with moon and Jupiter
in their horoscopes.Others similar to non reactive dormant
solution will not seek the blessings of an achiaryar as they are
not destined due to the bad placement of moon/Jupiter by
birth in their chart.They would try to seek the help of many
demi-gods for solving their immediate problems as moon
nodes rahu and ketu tend to divert their mind in different
directions to seek quick relief.

Sri Namazhwar in his thirvaimozhi (10-8) under the
heading“Thirumaliurmchoolai” rendered 11 pasurams
involving azhagar with Sri appakudathan of Thirupernagar
where the moolavar”appallu sriranganathar’ is holding
appakudam in his right hand. Here the lord is presented daily
appam with milk in a kudam to remind the puranic episode of
this kshetram .Thirumaliurmchollai is reminded by the tradition
of giving”akkaravadisil” to azhagar on the day of coinciding
27th pasuram of thiruppavai recited during margazhi. Chandran
signify giving of annam (food) and water to satisfy the mind
and the body as he denotes both.So Namazhwar connected
both divya desa emperumans together in a pasuram as lord
Krishna is standing and reclining postures in both temples.
“GwpLCuit pasumest H)(mLres) ey SFréL
QurwLIGUue e LNTTeT @)eTmICbS)

W 170 j‘m&f’?}
ub FRIsSHIS UTG ST NOVEMBER - 2010




@ wLICUG GG eTGTO)eT % BledDWLT Lj@ bS5 TeHT
aNBLICUOLIDMI (pSLpei® &afs s Ger !
(Bbwmpeuri G peumirGomyb) 10.8)

CHANDRAN AND YOGA - “ YOGA’ MEANS UNION OCCURING
BETWEEN THE MIND AND BODY WITH SOUL which involves
physical postures of body and spiritual orientation in the
mind.As chandran denotes the living body besides also being
the karagha for mind, ‘YOGA' is siginified by moon.Lord Krishna
in Bhagvad Gita mentioned about the importance of ‘Yoga’
which is imparted only by the guidance of guru.Hence to keep
the body and mind in good condition, gurus guidance is
required.

Mind and health — Sun denotes immortal ‘athma’ while
chandran denotes the living body containing 65% water and
subjected to waxing and waning physically over a period of
time during lifespan.Similarly Chandran also denotes mind and
hence he is called as ‘manokaraghan’. Modern science found
that both mind and body are interlinked with the health
condition of any living being as mind is always subjected to
stress,anxity,sadness,emotional feelings,unwanted thoughts
and mental upset ect.This relatively weaken the body unless
the mind is shielded by ‘self realisation’ to realize that “athma’
and “body” are different and also to get the divine
knowledge.This will make our mind strong and protected
against the worries arised in the material life. Hence by keeping
the mind focused on divine knowledge by doing karma,Ghana
and bhakthi yogas simultaneously, one can keep the body in
perfect health condition always. This is what lord Krishna told
in bhagwath gita.

Periazhwar dedicated 10 pasurams in his thirumozhi (1-5)
under”Thun mugathu” depicting the call of yasodha to
chandran inviting him to come down for playing with child Bala
Krishna when he was then passing through“ambuli
parvam”.Periazhwar also described in a pasuram of “sappani
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parvam’ as to how child Krishna brought down chandran to come
closer to play with him. Lord Krishna has liking for chandran always.
FTHOTPHNH6S Cumbaiaiemum_

aurafeor ybyyed ! Fbaym ! umGeusity

BBeVT BIGTLHIPT KGN Iz

Camhovreuds Oam L migiiument GLbengda_hHmee ! #liuiment.

lyswaryam is given by the lord of tirumala to his devotees as he
reflects the guna of sani who can lift a jeevathma to the highest
peak if sani is well placed in his chart.As sani gives benefic results
to one as per the past karmas,those natives who worship lord
Srinivasar at tirumala will get what they pray
forThirumaliumchoolai being the kshetram of chandran, azhagar
gives happiness in the mind for ever to his devotees by entering
in his heart to stay. Chandran being cool gives happiness.Happiness
is possible only if one is blessed with health and wealth
lifelong.Hence one should visit this kshetram and worship this
lord before it is too late.Sri Namazhavar calls the devotees to
worship azhagar before one becomes old.

FarG\ymah @) ereni 6% B 66T (LpGTGHTLD
aarG graf wrGure w®alw Gssrulleh
aarflerd QTP @Lp wrad) ey CFmdv
sariafle gree Fricug F5Cy.
-BTHeuTy F(HaumiGwmf) (2.10)

Thirumaliurmcholai glory in details are mentioned in scriptures
like ‘sanathkumara samhithai’,Brahma sambhithai, Srivalliputtur
sthala purana, Sri jagannatha Kshetra mahathmaiyam, Gotha
parinayam,Hamsa santhesam, Nootriyettu tirupathi anthaathi
ect.This temple is inside the fort called as ‘hiranya fort’” which
name was mentioned in Sangam periods “pathupattu”as “hiranya
mutham”.This koil has Munithrayan thirumandapam, alankara
mandapam, ariyan mandapam,.Ther(car) of this koil is called as “
amaintha narayanan’. Behind the main gopuram just before the
entrance to the sanctum, there is a open place called as “ Eithraja
thirumutham”.
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There are many ilakiyams and kaaviyams on azhgar koil.
‘Sollaimalai kuravanji“,azhagar killai vedu thuthu” in Pillai tamizh
about azhagar, azhagar andhathi, azhagar kalambagam’ and sri
soundraraja stosthram are few to be mentioned.There were many
mutts existed long before in azhagarkoil like “Kulasekara mutt,
vanathirayanan mutt, Thirunadudaiyan mutt, Ramanuja koodam
for staying.Also there existed was a mutt called “ Sri ramanuja
mutt” started by bhagvath sri ramanujar which was headed by Sri
manavala mamuni as its first pontiff.

Chirtrai thiruvizha during chittra pournami is the festival of 9
days.Brahmotsvam is celebrated during aadi month for 9 days
ending on addi pournami. There is a three days festival known as
‘thalai aruvi utsavam” during iypasai month. Chittra pournami will
attract more than 10 lacs people assembling in vaigai river bed at
Madurai to have glimpse of azhagar in horse vahana stepping in to
the vaigai river to redeem the curse of sage manduka rishi.
Chandana kudam,water spraying by peechangkuzhal on azhagar
and fire balls (thee pantham ) will be carried out on this day with
fervor and festive mood by millions of devotees who come from
all villages nearby two days before this event.

Azhagar was the first one to pronounce Thaniyan for Sri manavala
mamunigal.When thirumaliurmcholai jeer took
Sennaimudhaliyar,an ardent sishya of manavala mamuni,Lord
azhagar rendered through archamukam a ”"Thaniyan” reciting
‘Srisailesa dhayapathram’This news was immediately carried by
sennaimuthaliyar to srirangam to inform other sishyas by which
time just before his arrival, it is believed that Sri azhagiya
manavalan appeared as a young boy and rendered the same
thaniyan to the muni at periya koil.Namazhwar in his thiruvaimozhi
pasuram described the lord of this hill enters in the heart of his
devotees once he thinks of this kshetram.Azhagar is also called as
‘Maalalangarar’ among his many thirunamames.
““8) ;Lo (15 65 CFméev 10&%v G weTGM T eTavTeNIS
S (BLOTOM B TGTO GO TEHF BlewDWLT L@ bSTeT !

—pibiompauri H(maumiiQomp) (10-8-1)
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HOW SRIVAISHNAVAM IS SIGNIFIED BY CHANDRAN
THROUGH THE MYSTICAL NUMBER 18 AND ITS LINK WITH
SRI KRISHNA AVATAR.

we have already seen more details in the past issues of march 10
and sep 10,the close link between chandran and the mystical
number 18 and its root numbers 108 and 180 besides its total no 9
both astrologically and scientifically. Above numbers are closely
connected with Srivaishnavam as given below-

There are 18 puranas,18 chapters in bhagvad gita,18 parvas in
Mahabharata, it is mentioned in muktika Upanishad, the total list
of names of 108 upanishads, there are 18,000 slokas in Srimad
bhagavatam.There are 18 rahasya granthas composed by Sri Pillai
lokachariyar.Sri Ramanujar got thirumandiram only on his 18
attempt and defeated Yajnamurthi,an advaita scholar on 18%
attempt.Similarly this divine number has significance in Sri
krishnas avatar. Bhagwan Sri Krishna after killing kamsa stayed in
his birth place Madura for 18 years before he had moved to
dwaraka.ln Mahabharata war, Lord Krishna was a chariateer for 18
days and got jarasandan killed by bhima on his 18™ attempt to
invade Madura. Sri Krishna rendered bhagvad gita with 18 chapters
and gave the charma sloka on the last 18%" chapter.Hence
logically,astrologically and scientifically chandran is closely linked
to Srivaishnavam and with Bhagwan Sri Krishna.

Conclusion — Thirumaliurmcholai is counted as third important
Kshetram after Srirangam and Tirumala in terms of number of
pasurams and fourth after thirukudandai in terms of number of
azhwars mangalasaasanam on divya desams barring thiruparkadal
and paramapatham.Ramanuja nootranthadhi rendered by
Thiruvarangathamudhanar with 108 verses gives importance to
thirumaliurmcholai after Srirangam and tirumala as given below
in one of its verses.

“@wLn_ib e nsh CoumsL_tb 10mas)hehCsFrdn
Queiteyid GmBLIN_1b 1MWy &G\ FE&TLIT B Gevmi”’
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Thirumaliurmcholai inspite of its puranic importance in
scriptures, has not reached its prominence it deserved in
srivaishnavam on account of its lack of connection of achariyar
sambandham in this kshetram. Chandran got the dosham due
to the apasaram of achariyar and hence he is not properly
understood still inspite of his significance in Srivaishnavam and
he is called as ‘davandhari’,the one who serve devas. Sri
Thirumalai azhwan was born in this sthalam. Sri kurathazhwan
stayed in this Kshetram. This kshetram was once upon a time
well served by a chain of pontiffs known as ‘Thirumaliurmcholai
jeers’ in good spirit of devout and dedication for long time. Sri
Manavala mamuni came and established a mutt here which
was later headed by his clan of achariyars in chain known as
“Thimaliurmcholai jeers” for many decades untill early 19t
century when due to the intervention of other communities in
temple and mutt administration, this chain of achariyars clan
was broken.Thereafter mutt has now become the place for
staying of all pilgrimages .One can see this mutt still is existing
next to Sri ramanujar sannidhi.Namazhwar Pasuram in
thiruvaimozhi mentioned that achariyar sambandham will one
day be renewed as lord paramaswamy will not let down this.

“CigeTO\% TaT Hlanad@s el Blestn F)(HLored)hehCFré
BEISET &GTDLD 5% &L TS BevsTewy & paflwGar’’
~BbmpauTi S paumiiGwmyb) (10-7)
True to the essence of above pasuram of namazhwar, our
prakrutham H H Srimath andavan is now establishing a branch
of ashramam at Thirumaliurmcholai on the main road of
azhagarkoil to madurai neaby to kallandhiri canal, just 3 kms
away from the main temple in a place of picturesque scenery
of 2.3 acres land with facilities for staying to worship azhagar in
this kshetram. Once this ashramam branch is ready, it will help
all Srivaishnavas to stay and witness the chittrai festival when
lord kallazhagar goes via this main road for mandakapadis to
many places enroute to Madurai.The highlight of this subject
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covered in the past nine issues since march 2010 gives us the
message in nutshell that chandran came out from
thiruparkadal,chandran signify Srivaishnavam and denotes Sri
Krishna avatar.chandran takes us to guru/achariyar through his
karagathvam of mind besides this Kshetram itself is the Sthalam
for chandran to worship and do pariharams.Those worship lord
azhagar will feel the happiness as lord Krishna enters in their
mind and will grace them as given below in the concluding
pasuram.
““ QgL eRTEIS D (IpLD F)(HLo TS (5 EhCFTL & 6Tay)er
ﬁe’&‘rgm.ﬂgrr_e&r 19 Guwasr mmg}@gm[ﬁgl G g Gev”’ '

ri Ranga Ramanuja "‘Ma adeslléaxéw%?g\(ga%nwg

JYOTISH VAISHNAVAM

Following articles have been published by Sri Ranganatha
paduka in the past issues as per the details given below-

e N\

Kshetrams Sthalam Month and
No. of Issues
1. Srirangam Sri Ranganathar Koil Sukran Feb.09 (1)
2. Kanchi Sri Varadharaja Perumal Koil Guru April 09 (1)
3. Tirumala Sri Srinivasar Koil (TTD) Sani May 09 (1)
4. Thirukundai as Bhaskara Kshetram

(Sri Sarangapani and Sri chakrapani koil) | Suriyan

5. Thirumaliruncholai - Sri Soundararaja Chandran From sep.
Perumal (Kallazhagar) 09 to Feb. 10
(4 issues)

From Mar. 10 to Nov. 10

Total 9 issues
SER IRATT T TGAT FTFaHA |

OB LOGTSEIL_GT BL_LILIU(BS & 2 wHGLD &BLDLILD.
IERE JUA T AT |
P QLB LoaT(LpeTaTalen T gyl $TGeT afl(LbLT 6T LIT6T.
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5 QT sy AT
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aiwu puwerdiuly Gsryp BTl ® Heaiw CF&Fm s @b 6r
RGTYILD BLD LTITFTTWITGT WfIod [5LD LD T6ETL G 65T
Gaugrps ogrwrpg waprTGsulsallear yausgmy
GVF G (UPLOTAT SjewiwTi DRHHTT TGN B (HLD B S
LD G3T 63T (&%) GV LD /81 & GIT [T U IT 61 GOT LD Qediwiiu’ L
Caruppanie sCgbsy Laysreml cTepib Biss5E e
seoguiled yPw yowip pliwrewsd & L ewf
&I BIG U 6Teng.
20111b @I(HL_LD LOFLOS Y, GOOTL_ G GHT 236 G| FTGTLOTORV W
wrEswLLD Csrupb e Imaygss H e erartd
2 SpSTUEDMI.
aarGeay @QBss HoLuewl o2 Mwu amesuilew
yisuerw 25855 Osway 5. 40 @WamHLd eTew
SI&E L_LILL HeTeng). SmEeng be10smem L &% (0Fs/
Coml’) uhysisn nind 9,606t LFFIDID 6T6TD
QuuMed TS ‘LS TEISLD WfLog 9y &1L a6 &TLoLb 31,
Casfasrgmil Cur®, ypaumiGui e, GlFerdar - 600 004
eTTED awTEFSH D& 2 eILILILI Lignig S s & G e.
L5105 TGWTL_MGST (5 WILDGETIILIg.
apapi aiyaicved &HeTumg
ubBleuren Chammanimit, LfETTwLD
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Srimate SrivanSatakopa Sri Vedanta Desika Yatindra
mahadesikaya nama:

The Ennobling Elixir

By Sadagopan |yengar, Coimbatore

Most of us, when we go the temple, are offered Perumal
Teerttham at the sannidhi and partake of it rather mechanically.
The sameisthe case when weimbibe teerttham at the end of
Tiruvaradhanam at home, daily. Wetakeasip of theholy water,
touch our eyeswith it and sprinklethe rest on our head. When
you cometothink of it, thisoffering of holy water issomething
uniqueto Vishnu temples—at the temple of no other deity is
mere water offered as prasaadam: a wide choice of things
including Bhasmam (vibhooti), kumkumam and chandanam are
offered to devoteesat thetemplesof Shiva, Shakti et al. Isthere
any particular reasonfor thisoffer of water at Vishnu Sannidhis
or isitjust one more hoary practice which weare continuing
without rhymeor reeson?Andisthereany sgnificanceinimbibing
thiswater?What practical benefits can theimbibing of afew
dropsof water confer on us? For an answer to these and other
questions, doread on.

First, let us see whether there is any scriptural support for
partaking of Perumal Teerttham. By Perumal Teertham, we
generdly (and without going into technicalities) meanwater used
for washing the Lord’s lotus feet, in whatever form He is
present—as an idol or aSaalagraamastone. It isthusVishnu
Paadodakam or water sanctified by associationwiththeLord's
feet. Everything related to Emperumanisholy and pure, saysthe
Atharvana Shruti: Heisholy, so are Hisdivinefeet and water
used to wash them—Bhagavan pavitram, Vasudeva:
pavitram, tat paadou pavitram, tat paadodakam pavitram.
We should hence accept such holy water, which has had the
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fortuneto associateitself with Hisfeet, asararegift andimbibe
itwith ecstasy, says Swami Desikan in PaancharaatraRaksha—
atra Bhagavat prasaada labdhamtulasee paadodakaadikam
yat kinchit api pranipaata purassaram harsha utphulla
kapola: sirasaa sambhaavya, yathaarham upayunjeeta.

Canyou guesswhich devoteeinitiated the hoary, time-honoured
practice of partaking of Vishnu Paadodakam? No marks for
guessing, it wasthefour-headed Brahma. WhentheLord' sfest,
inquest of thar threefeet of landin Trivikramaavataaram, reeched
Satyal_okam, Brahmaperformed TiruvaradhanamtothelLord's
lotusfeet and imbibed theresultant water, thusbecoming thefirst
personintheUniverseto havethedistinction.

Thewater from Brahma skamandalu, poured over theLord’s
feet, became quite abig aguatic body known asthe Gangaand
flowed downto Earth. It wasthis Ganga, which rushed to earth
withadestructiveforce, that wasborne by Shivawith reverence
in hismatted locks, before being released asamoderate flow
tolerableto theinhabitantsof earth. Itisduetoitsdistinguished
origins from the Lord’s lotus feet (Vishnu paadaabja
sambhootaa) that Gangacontinuestill today to purify millions,
cleansing them of physical and spiritual dirt accumulated over
countlesshirths,

Shiva means the auspicious one: and what conferred such
auspiciousness on him was Vishnu Padodakam, says the
scripture—Shiva: shivobhoot. Sri Pillaan confirms this in
Aaraayirappadi— Yaavan oruvanudaya padodakattai Sirasaa
vahikkayaal e Rudran parisuddhan aanaan. Padodakena sa
Shiva: svashirodhritena, says Sri Alavandar too. Even after
enjoying theecstasy of bearing Vishnu Paadodakam (intheform
of the Ganga) on his head for several millennia, Rudrawas
reluctant to let it out of hislocks, saysthelsvaraSamhita—
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Dravee bhoota: tadaa dharma: Hari bhaktyaa Mahamune!
Griheetva dharma paaneeyam paadam Naathasya tushtaye
Kshaalitam parayaa bhaktyaa paadya arghyaadibhi: architam
Tadambu patitam drishtvaa dadhaara sirasaa Hara:
Paavanaartham jataa madhye yogyosmi iti avadhaaranaat
Varshaayutaan atha bahoon na mumocha tathaa Hara:

It wasveritably Righteousness (dharmam) whichwas presentin
Brahma skamandalu intheform of water, wishing to havethe
honour of associatingitself withtheLord' slotusfeet. And it was
this holy water which Shiva eagerly bore with his head, for
cleansing himself of inauspiciousness—Paavanaarttham. Itis
for thisreason that the Skanda Puranamtellsusthat if anyonein
this wide universe appreciates fully the glory of Vishnu
Padodakam, itis Shiva—

Padodakasya maahaatmyam devo jaanaati Shankara:
Vishnu paada chyuto Ganga sirasaa yena dhaaritaa.

We have seen Shankara' s experience with Vishnu Padodakam.
What other meritsdoes partaking of Perumal Teerttham confer
onus?Thisisarather smplistic question and should perhapsbe
reworded: arethereat all any benefitsthat Vishnu Padodakam
doesnot confer on us?

The Vishnu Dharmottaram comes up with a comprehensive
catalogue of benefitsto be derived fromwater fromthelLord's
lotus feet: this holy water cleanses us of all sin, makes us
beneficiariesof theLord’ smultifaceted bountiful ness, ridsusof
all sorrow, destroysall diseaseand theill effectsof bad dreams
and protectsusfrom dangersof al sorts. And al these, it does
immediately: there is no waiting period, says the Vishnu
Dharmottaram. Hereisthe beautiful slokam, which we may
perhapsconsder includinginour daily repertoire-

Sadya: phala pradam punyam sarva paapa vinaasanam
sarva mangala maangalyam sarva du:kha vinaasanam
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Dussvapna naasanam punyam Visnu padodakam subham
Sarvopadrava hantaaram sarva vyaadhi vinaasanam

For those who eat in hotels and eateries day in and day out
and are troubled on account of its impure and unholy
contents, mere imbibing of Vishnu Padodakam would cleanse
them of the consequent ill-effects, says the Brahmaanda
Puranam-

Apavitram yadannam syaat paaneeyaan chaapi paapinaam
Bhuktvaa peetvaa visuddha: syaat peetvaa padodakam
Hare:l

Whenever atonement or Praayaschittam is to be performed
for ridding ourselves of specific sins, imbibing Vishnu
Padodakam is an effective and adequate substitute for such
Praayaschittam—

Praayaschittam yadi praaptam kricchram vaa tu Aghamarshanam
Sopi padodakam peetva suddhim praapnoti tat kshanaat

A doubt arises in our fickle minds here: my son, who is
looking over my shoulder as | type this, asks me why at all
then go through Praayaschitta karmas like Kaamokaarsheet
japam, Gayatri Japam, etc., if mere sipping of water from
the Lord’s feet can rid us of all sin? And mere imbibing of
such water appears to be a ridiculously easy way of getting
rid of sin acquired through grave misdemeanours! Also, what
then of the shastras prescribing innumerable Praayaschittas
of differing degrees of difficulty, if they can be replaced by
mere intake of Padodakam?

All these are very legitimate doubts. However, it is the degree
of faith that we place in an action that determines the extent
of benefit we derive therefrom, especially in matters
spiritual. If we indeed partake of Perumal Teerttham with
the absolute faith that every drop thereof would cleanse us
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of all sin, minor and major, once it passes our lips, then it
becomes the Lord’s responsibility to sustain His reputation
and as we know from the recorded experience of countless
sages, He never fails His devotees, however grave and
numerous be their wrongdoings (Paapaanaam vaa
subhaanaam vaa vadhaarhaanaam Plavangama'). And no
sin is serious enough for Him to fail us, once we develop
Maha Visvaasam in Him and the potency of His lotus feet.

However, there is more to be said in this regard, which will
follow later.

That even gross offences and grave sins are cleansed
through Padodakam is borne out by the following verse from
Skanda Puranam-

Vilayam yaanti paapaani peete padodake Hare:
Kim puna: Vishnu padodakam Saalagraama silaachyutam
Viseshena haret paapam brahma hatyaadikam Priye!
Peete padodake Vishno: yadi praanai: vimuchyate
Hatva yama bhataan sarvaan Vaishnavam|okamaapnuyaat.

Thereareother textstoo extolling theglory of Sri PadaTeerttham.
Hereareacouple—

Praayaschittam idam punyam maha paatakinaam api
Vaishnava anghri jalam suddham peetvaa sampraasyate yadi

(if only oneimbibesholy water obtained from washing thefeet of
a Sri Vaishnava, it is atonement enough for the grossest of
misdemeanours)

Yo moordhni dhaarayet Brahman! Mahat paada tal odakam
Sa snaata: sarva teerttheshu punyavaan naatra samsaya:

Onewho sprinkles Sri Pada Teerttham on hishead isindeed a
man of exceptiona merit andisconsdered to havehad apurifying
dipindl theholy watersof theworld.
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Canyouat al call yourself ahuman being, if your body parts
have not comeinto contact with Perumal Teerttham, inquires
Srimad Bhagavatam rhetoricdly. Just asthevery purposeof one's
earsisto hear the glorious tales of the Lord, just as speech
becomes purposeful only when singing Hispraises, just ashands
that do not serve Emperuman are mere sticks projecting from
thetorso, smilarly al partsof thebody which arenot purified by
asprinkling of Padodakam are asgood asnon-existent, saysthe
dokam—

Saa vaak yayaa tasya gunaan grineete,
karou cha tat karma karou manascha

Smaret vasantam stthira jangameshu
shrunoti tat punya kathaa: sa karna:

Now, afew do’sand don’tswith regard to imbibing Perumal
teerttham:

1. After concluding Tiruvaradhanam, the person who has
performed Tiruvaradhanam should first partake of Perumal
Teerttham and the otherslater, evenif thelatter are senior in
ageand other parametersto theformer.

2. Attheend of Tiruvaradhanam, Paadya Teerttham should be
mixed with theAbhishekateerttham and partaken of, while
Parishechanam at the commencement of breakfast should be
donewiththeArghyaTearttham, Paadyam beingimbibed with
the mantram, Anritopastaranamas.

3. Thoughitiscustomary to perform an Achamanam beforeand
after eating or drinking, noAchamanamisrequired withregard
to Perumal Teerttham, says Pratapa Bhoopa, laying down
that suchisthe caserelating to consumption of Somapaanam,
mangoes, sugarcane, etc. too—

Aamrekshu danda taamboola charvane Somapaanake
Vishnvanghri toya paane cha na aadyanta achamanam
smrtam.
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Sri Agastya Samhitatoo prohibitsAchamanam after imbibing
such teerttham, which symbolizesal the holy waterswherever
Stuate-

i Vishno: Vaishnavaanaam cha paavanam charanodakam
Sarva teertha mayam peetva kuryaat Achamanam na hi

If someone doesperform Achamanam after partaking of Peruma
Teerttham duetoignorance, heisguilty of the most heinous of
ains, that of killing aBrahmin, saysthe Skanda Puranam-

Vishno: padodakam peetvaa paschaat asuchi sankaya
Aachaamati cha yo mohaat brahmahaa sa nikathyate

4. On days of Shraaddham, Tarpanam, etc., even if
Tiruvaradhanamisperformed prior to thesekarmas, Perumal
Teertham should be partaken of, only at the end of these
karmas.

5. If several Aradhanams are performed during the same day
(foringanceon Sri NrismhaJayanti, Sri KrishnaJayanti, etc.)
Perumal Teerttham should be partaken of at theend of each
Tiruvaradhanam.

6. We should not spill teerttham on the ground and accept the
samewith acloth held below our pamto absorb any spillover.
Itissinful to spill theholy teerttham so that it can be stepped
upon by human feet, saysthe Vas shtta Samhita—

Vishno: paadodakam peetam koti janma agha naasanam
Tadaiva ashta gunam paapam bhoomou bindu nipaatanaat

Sri PaadaTeertham

Having seen the glory of Perumal Teertham, shall wegoonto
find out on what footing Sri Paada Teertham or thewater from
theholy feet of Acharyasand Bhaegavatas, istrested 2. If anything,
scriptures appear to place Sri Pada Teertham onamore exalted
pedestal than Perumal Teerttham. Hereisaversewhich extols
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theglory of water washing thefeet of Vishnu Bhaktas, putting it
on par withthe holiest of holy watersintheworld. Whiledl holy
watersintheworld convergeinthe ocean, al theholy watersin
the ocean are present in theright foot of abhagavata, saysthe
verse—

Prthivyaam yaani teerthaani taani teerthaani saagare
Saagare yaani teerthaani paade viprasya dakshine

We saw that no Achamanamisto be performed after imbibing
Peruma Teertham: suchisasothecasewith Sri PadaTeertham,
saysthe Souparna Samhita, threatening the offender withthesin
of Brahmahatya—

Visnnu padodakam peetva bhakta padodakam tatha
Yo achaamati sammohaat brahmaha sa nikathyate

To demonstrate the exalted nature of Sri Pada Teertham, Sri
Mudaliyaandaan comes up with an extremely flattering
comparison with Peruma Teerttham. Hesaysthat while Sri Pada
Teerthamislike milk fromthe mother’sbreast to the new-born
baby, Perumal Teerthamislike cow’smilk, which can at best be
nextinline, intheorder of preference—Si Vaishnavargal i
Pada Teertham jaatamaana prajaikku taai mulai paal pole:
Emperumaanudaya teertham pasuvin paalum neyyum pole.
(Vaartthaamaalai).

The Acharya's or Bhagavatas Sri Pada Teerttham or water
obtained by washing their lotusfeet, is prescribed asan antidote
for the deadliest of sins, and is capabl e of absolving us of the
debilitating effectsof thegrossest of misdeeds. Suchteertthamis
to be sipped with faith and devotion, to be sprinkled over one’'s
head, eyesand a| over the body, asapurifying agent.

Here, Srimad Bhagavatam citesasauthority, the conduct of Sri
Krishna Himself- it is said that when Sri Narada went to
Dwaraka, Sri Krishnawashed the Rishi’ sfeet and sipped the
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resultant water, dongwith Hiswives And smilarly, immediately
uponthearrival of Kuchelato Hispalace, Sri Krishnawashed
hisfeet and sprinkled thewater over Hishead, says Bhagavata
Puranam-

Athopavisya paryanke svayam sakhyu: samarhanam
Upahritya avanijya asya paadavanejanee:
Agraheet sirasaa Rajan! Bhagavan |oka paavana:

Emperuman, who purifiestheentireuniverse, cons dered Himsdlf
purified by the paadodakam of paramabhagavataKuchela, we
aretold here. Again, according to Bhagavagtam, the L ord greeted
Bhrigu Maharshi upon hisarrival at Srivaikunttam and washed
hisfet, praying tothe Maharshi to purify Himsef (theLord) and
all thoseat Sri Vaikunttamwith the holy water—

Puneehi saha lokam maam loka paalamscha madgataan
Paadodakena bhavata: teertthaanaam teerttha kaarinaa

Thefollowing versesfromthe Guru Gita(of unknown authorship)
bring out vividly thesignificance of Sri PadaTeertham, placingit
on par withthesumtota of al holy watersintheworld, portraying
it asthe panaceathat curesusof al mundaneillsand confersthe
ultimatefruit of liberation, removing the gloom of ignoranceand
lighting up thelamp of wisdomin our souls, etc. —

Sarva teertha avagaahaasya sampraapnoti phalam nara:
Guro: padodakam peetvaa sesham sirasi dhaarayan
Soshanam paapa pankasya deepanam gnaana tejasa:
Guro: padodakam samyak samsaaraarnava taarakam
Agnaana moola haranam janma karma nivaarakam
Gnaana vignaana siddyarttham Guru padodakam pibet
Guru padodaka paanam Guro: ucchishtta bhojanam
Guru moorte: sadaa dhyaanam Guro: naamna: sadaa japa:

If you wish to attain eternal wisdom and liberation from this
mundane morass, it isthewater from the Acharya'slotusfeet
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that you havetoimbibe, theleftoversof hismed sthat you have
to consume, hisgloriousformthat you haveto enshrineinyour
heart and hishal oed namesthat you haveto have constantly on
your lips, exhortsthe Guru Geeta.

Shadraicdictatsaredl okay, but arethereany recorded instances
of theefficacy of Sri Pada Teerttham?

Thereindeed areand theseare chronicled faithfully for posterity
inthe GuruparamparaPrabhaavam and other Sampradaayiclore.

Duringavisittoavillagein Karnatakaduring his sojourn there
(during thereign of thebigot Kulottunga Chozha) Sri Ramanuja
encountered arather hostileassembly. Takingitinhisstride, he
asked hisdear discipleand trusty Sri Mudaliyaandantowash his
feetinthevillagetank, frequented by al thevillagersfor their
daily ablutions. The very next day, miraculously, the entire
population of thevillage presented themese vesbefore Ramanuja
with folded hands, according him due honour and respect and
becoming hisdisciplesenmasse. Si Mudaliyaandan waswonder
struck at the turnaround in peopl€e’s attitude and sought an
explanation from Sri Ramanuja. The Bhashyakarasmiled and
told hisdearest disciple, “ Did | not ask you towash your feetin
thetempletank?After you did that, the entirewater body became
Sri PadaTeerttham. Sinceeveryoneinthevillage used thewater
in some way or the other, it is no wonder that the teerttham
worked on them to make them bhaagavatas too, eager for
associationwith smiar devoteesof theLord.”

Sri Ramanuja s Sri Pada Teertthamissimilarly reputed to have
cured along-standing affliction of King Vittaladeva Raya's
daughter, who was possessed by evil spirits, which exited her
body inahurry, when the holy water was sprinkled over her.

When Sii K oorattaszhwan wasayoungster, hewaspassng aong
avillage, when heheard someone propounding aSaankhyawork
known as|shtaSiddhi. The speaker was so persuasiveand his
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arguments so impressivethat young Azhwan was attracted and
stayed on there for sometime, listening to thediscourse. Asa
result hereturned homelate and when he explained to hisfather
thereason for hisdelayed arrival, K oorattazhwar (thefather)
asked Koorattazhwan (the son) to have a purifying bath
immediately and thereafter administered Sri Pada Teertthamto
him, to cleansehim of theill-effectsof listening totenetsrunning
counter to Vedas. Thiswelearn from the commentary to the
Tirumaalai paasuram, Pulayaram aagi nindra puttodu
samanam ellaam, kalayara kattra maandar kaanbaro
ketparo taam.

Sri Tiruvaimozhi Pillai, in his commentary on Periyazhwar
Tirumozhi (4-7-1) tellsusthat Sri Vatuka Nambi (one of the
principal disciplesof Sri Ramanuja) rid the eastern lands of the
severefaminegripping them, through the use of Ramanujal s Sri
Pada Teerttham- Vatuka Nambi Udayavar teertthattaale
keezh naattil kshaamam teerttha vaartthayai ingu
smarippadu.

Another instancewelearn of iswith regard to Swami Desikan.
In amoment of weaknessand ignorance, abhagavata offended
Swami Desikan, who, in hisusua manner, made nothing of it.
However, the offender’ sheal th started declining day by day and
he was not blessed with progeny. After long and deep
introgpectionto find areason for hismisfortunes, the bhaagavata
fell at Swami Desikan’s feet and sought to be forgiven. The
Acharyareadily forgave and blessed the bhaagavatawith his Sri
Padateerttham. Shortly theresfter, thebhagavata swife concealved
and hewas blessed with ason in due course. Recognising the
glory of Acharya Sri Padateerttham, which wasthedirect cause
of hisbegetting ason, the bhagavatanamed the son * Teerttha
Rilla” inremembranceof theevent.

If you haverecal citrant sonsor daughters, the best way to cure
them of disobedienceisto sprinklethemwith Sri Pada Teerttham,
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says the Eedu (6-10-8)—avineetaraai tiriyum prajaigal
talayile S'i Pada teerttham kondu telippaarai pole.

While Sri Krishnawas aJagat Guru, having taught the entire
world through the Bhagavat Gitaand flaunted His supremacy
throughout the avataaram with superhuman acts, Sri Ramadid
not professHimd ef to beagreat person, preferring to beknown
asamere mortal—Aatmaanam maanusham manye. Despite
this, thefact remainsthat whileKrishnadid practicaly nothing to
emancipate His contemporaries, Sri Ramaisreputed to have
afforded liberation to even bladesof grassthat inhabited Ayodhya
during His sojourn on earth—andru charaacharangalai
Vaikuntattu ettri. This, Srimad Tirukkudandai Andavan once
said, isduetothefact that Bharataperformed poojatothe Rama
Padukasfor fourteenlong yearsand whoever and whatever came
into contact with the holy water washing the Padukas, attained
emancipation, i pso facto.

Whilethisisabsolutely not to detract fromthe glory of Perumal
Teerttham and Sri PadaTeerttham, it might appear to thereader
(asitdidto my son) to berather simplisticto prescribethem as
thepanaceafor dl typesof an. Whenthereareinjunctionsgaore
inthe Dharma Shastraslaying down praayaschittam of different
typeswithvarying degreesof difficulty for variousoffences would
sipping of Perumal Teerttham or Sri Pada Teerttham substitute
these atonements? Then wouldn’t everybody opt for the
ridiculoudy easy way out of imbibing Teertthaminstead of being
burdened with other typesof praayaschittam?

Whilethisisindeed atricky questionto answer, it would appear
that sinscommitted knowingly and deliberatel y would demand
specific atonements as prescribed in Shastras, while those
committed involunatarily or without redlisng themtobesins(we
commit So many sinsevery second of our waking life, without
even realising themto be offencesintheeyesof the L ord) would
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bewiped off by imbibing water fromthe Lord’ sor Bhagavatas
holy feet. Swami Desikan, never onefor exaggerationand agreeat
believer in putting everything inthe proper perspective, furnishes
areasonabl e explanation of the VihagendraSamhitatext, which
tellsusthat water

coming into contact with a Bhagavata's feet acquires
immeasurabl e holiness (tat paadaambu atulamteerttham). It
is not that all water coming casually into contact with a
Bhagavata' sfeet (for instanceamuddy stagnation on the street)
represents Teerttham. Only when aBhagavata sfeet arewashed
formally and with devotion, adhereing to the gpplicablerules, as
in the case of Sri Pada Teerttham of brahmanas during
Shraaddham, does it become holy and cleansing. And the
important requirement hereisthat the person whose feet are
being washed should consider Sriman Narayanato behisall—
Narayanaika nishtta: 1f water used for the bathing of other
deitiesaccidentdly touchesthefeet of aSri Vaishnava, it doesn't
become Sri Pada Teerttham and remainsasunacceptableasever,
says Swami Desikan in Prabhaava Vyavastthaadikaaram of
Srimad Rahasyatrayasaram—Bhagavatanudaya paadattile
yaadricchikamaaga patta nirmaalya jalaadigalum
atulamaana teerttham endrapadi andru.

And now, to conclude, youwould definitely besurprised tolearn
that Sri Padateertthamisequally holy to Chrigtians. Find it hard
to believe? Thereisindeed apracticeamong Christianstowash
thefeet of twelvefellow Christians, (representing thetwelve
apostleswhose feet Jesus washed before the Last Supper) on
what isknown asMaundy Thursday. Theresultant water isused
by the priest to blessthefaithful, at theend of the ceremony. This
only goesto show theglory of Sri Pada Teerttham, which appears
totranscend religions.

Simate i LakshmiNrisimha divya paduka sevaka SrivanSatakopa
Si Narayana Yatindra Mahadesikaya nama:
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